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Abstract

Krishnamurti was a radical teacher who spent his life giving talks around the world 

about the problems that beset humanity and the need for change. Krishnamurti's 

relevance lies in his understanding of the contemporary human condition when 

humans can no longer be passive observers in a deeply divided and self-destructive 

world. Agency in this context I argue cannot remain a personal, individual 

'phenomenon' but is in fact connected to the pursuit of ethics for 'goodness' in the 

global human condition. Such a perspective seeks to further engage with the 

possibilities that are opened up through an expanded understanding of how we 

perceive and engage with the world. Krishnamurti posits that such an engagement 

does not take place in an aspired-for space but in the present. It is in the everyday 

that Krishnamurti seeks out change beginning with the individual and her world, 

both personal and social. This premise foregrounds his emphasis on alternative 

educational practice as the medium through which social change is possible. At the 

same time, education is not an objective instrument but a deeply nuanced method 

for the transformation of consciousness and social change. His argument is that no 

external factor could help us undertake this change; it has to be an inner 'revolution'. 

This is a moral imperative about the nature of change as it is rooted in a moral 

injunction about self-transformation before social change. Such a view carries with 

it the obligation to look inwards as being prior to attempting to engender social 

movements or processes that could lead to change. I will also briefly talk about the 

schools and rural education programmes of the Krishnamurti Foundation (India) 

including a new online distance-learning programme for teacher education that is 

under preparation.
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Professor Meenakshi Thapan Ph.D, is Professor of Sociology at the Delhi School of 
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Education and Society: Themes, Perspectives, Practices (ed.) (Oxford University 

Press, 2015), Ethnographies of Schooling in Contemporary India (ed.)  (SAGE, 

2014), Living the Body: Embodiment, Womanhood and Identity in Contemporary 

India. (SAGE, 2009) and Contested Spaces: Citizenship and Belonging in 

Contemporary Times (ed.) (Orient Blackswan,  2010). She is also Series Editor of a 
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2005-2008).  A new Series on Education and Society is underway with Oxford 

University Press (2018-2022). 
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