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Introduction 

All students in the Jindal School of Liberal Arts and Humanities pursuing the three-year Jindal 

degree track will graduate with a B.A. in Liberal Arts and Humanities with a specialization in one 

of eleven areas:  

- Economics 

- Environment and Sustainable Development 

- Expressive Arts (Visual Arts) 

- Sociology and Anthropology 

- History 

- International Business  

- Literary Studies 

- Philosophy 

- Political Science and International Relations 

- Psychology 

- Self-Designed 

Major Structure 

All majors consist of eight courses plus two thesis seminars for a total of forty credits. All majors 

have been designed with international standards in mind to provide excellent specialization in 

the fields. The majors have a mixture of required courses all students in the major must take 

and courses where students have a choice in which courses to pursue.  

Applying for a Major 

Students are required to meet certain prerequisites to pursue a major. They are encouraged to 

explore all options before making their final decision, even if they enter the program with a 

very specific idea of what they want to study.  

In the middle of Semester 3, students will apply for their desired major. Students will submit 

statement of interest for their major (500-800 words) that must be approved by their mentor 

and the major coordinator.  

Students interested in pursuing the Self-Designed major are encouraged to speak with the 

major coordinator prior to writing their statement of purpose. Students applying for this option 

will be required to submit a statement of purpose, a tentative course of study, and the 

signature of both their mentor and two faculty directors of study. The Statement of Purpose for 

a Self-Designed major must include an explanation justifying why the student cannot pursue 

their choice of major in one of the ten established majors. 
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All applications are reviewed by the major coordinator and the Associate Dean, Academic 

Affairs for final approval. For majors whose prerequisite courses are taking place in Semester 3, 

the instructor for that course will be consulted on the suitability of a student for the course.  

Plans of Study 

Each semester, major coordinators will advise students on which courses are acceptable for 

their major from among the 100+ cross-listed courses across the University. Students will 

submit semester plans of study signed by their mentor and major coordinator / directors of 

study. Students will have approximately one week from the start of classes to consider their 

courses and submit their final plans of study.  

Potential Changes 

Please note that each year, these major plans are re-examined by the faculty and may be 

altered accordingly. This list of majors is indicative and the availability of all majors is based on 

student demand.  

 

For more information about this process, please contact the Dr. Jayani Bonnerjee, Associate 

Dean, Academic Affairs (jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in) or your mentor. 
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Economics 

Major Coordinators 

Professor (Dr.) Yugank Goyal (ygoyal@jgu.edu.in) and Professor (Dr.) Arun Kumar Kaushik 
(akkaushik@jgu.edu.in)  

Major Introduction 

The course aims to offer preliminary understanding of concepts and applications of economics, 
both as a medium of theoretical inquiry of the society’s sharing of resources, as well as practical 
determinant of carving out policies. The course will discuss both microeconomics and 
macroeconomics as distinct yet tied up disciplines of understanding how and why humans 
make decisions, and to what extent government’s policies affect, impact or channel these 
decisions. The course also builds economics as an instrumental tool to equip students with 
analytical skills used in conjunction with other social science disciplines. A background in 
mathematics is required. The course will not engage in detailed models of economics and will 
discuss general academic and policy-based concepts. The idea is for students to begin 
appreciating and understanding economics as a discipline that shapes our lives continuously. 

Economics, in general, is a very fertile discipline of inquiry to cultivate thoughts in other social 
science disciplines. In some sense, it is a methodological field of inquiry rather than a subject in 
itself, drawing and influencing significant part of our understanding of psychology, sociology, 
law, political science, history, mathematics, and indeed philosophy. The course will cross-
navigate across disciplines and help students appreciate issues rather than disciplines. This 
means that every issue will be covered both qualitatively, which gives a sense of physicality of 
the inquiry, as well as quantitatively, which helps develop analytical way to understand the 
scholarly intervention. 

Major Prerequisites 

To take up Economics, a student must have passed the following JSLH Core Courses – 
Quantitative Skills 1 and Economics. 

Major Structure 

All Economics major students are required to take the following courses - 

Microeconomics 

Applied Macroeconomics 

Institutional Economics 

International Economics 

Econometrics 

Major Course 1 (History of Economics) 

Major Course 2 (Political Economy) 

mailto:ygoyal@jgu.edu.in
mailto:akkaushik@jgu.edu.in


P a g e  | 5 
JSLH Major Guide 

 

Major Course 3 (Related to Thesis) 

Thesis Seminar 1 

Thesis Seminar 2 
 

All Economics students will take the following courses:  

Microeconomics: Microeconomics is designed to delve into micro analysis of market systems, 

their functioning and their failures. Different market systems are analyzed based on their 

welfare implications. The course covers both the partial economic analysis and the general 

equilibrium analysis. The course will help us understand why people might work less when they 

are paid a higher wage. It will also explain why competition is such a favorite term in the public 

policy debates. Equivalently, why most countries around the world have anti-monopolistic 

policies? Why unionization might actually give rise to unemployment? Thus, the focus of the 

course will be on topics such as markets with imperfect competition, factor markets, general 

equilibrium, market failure, public goods and externalities. 

Applied Macroeconomics: Macroeconomics is concerned with the behaviour of the economy as 

a whole. The primary goal of this course is make students think and understand about key 

macroeconomic issues in a consistent manner. Students will get a sound understanding to 

coherently think about issues such as economy's total output of good and services, 

understanding about booms and recessions, the rate of inflation, interest rates, unemployment 

and exchange rate. Macroeconomics helps to understand contemporary economic issues 

better. This being an applied course, we will take up some contemporary important economic 

topics and get a deeper understanding through the macroeconomic lens.  

Institutional Economics: The course aims to introduce students to the fields of institutional 

economics and comparative political economy. The fundamental role of institutions in 

development process is analyzed both theoretically as well as with empirical research. 

Institutions shape the incentives of economic agents which has repercussions for economic 

outcomes in various contexts. The objective of the course is to give a broad understanding of 

the methodologies used at the forefront of institutional research. The course is fairly balanced 

in terms of its coverage of classical and modern understanding of importance of 

institutions.  Students will learn how to read research papers and how to question the quality of 

a research papers. They also write a research paper as part of their exam.  

International Economics: Global economy has transformed rapidly in the last few decades and 
global economic integration has taken giant strides. Economic growth and crisis has been 
an important part of this economic narrative in the evolution of the global economy. This 
course will provide an understanding of the factors behind the growth experienced by countries 
and why some countries have grown faster than others. Economic and financial crises has also 
been a recurrent part of the global economy. This course would provide a sound understanding 
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of the different types of crises and the factors responsible for them. Recently we have entered 
the phase of de-globalization which will also be covered at the end of this course.  
 
Additionally, students will need to take to a course of their choice related to the following 

areas: Political Economy and History of Economics.  

The final course in a student’s plan of study should be an economics course of their choice 

related to their thesis.  

Environment and Sustainable Development (ESD) 

Major Coordinators 

Dr. Sriroop Chaudhuri (schaudhuri@jgu.edu.in) 

Dr. Mimi Roy (mroy@jgu.edu.in)  
Dr. Abhijit Banerjee (abhijit@jgu.edu.in)  
 

Major Introduction 

Ranging from climate change to ecosystem health to population growth and social 

responsibilities, the world needs people who are knowledgeable of the social, economic, 

geopolitical, and environmental considerations of these issues, and who can develop 

sustainable solutions to such problems. An Environment and Sustainable Development (ESD) 

major from a liberal arts background is more advantageous because the interdisciplinary 

knowledge helps students to understand a problem from multiple perspectives which enables 

them to bring critical thinking and problem-solving skills to understand a particular situation. 

This major will not only prepare students to develop expertise in critical areas such as food, 

water, health and climate change but also help them develop skills in GIS and spatial modelling 

as well as quantitative research and analytical abilities. The ESD major students will develop 

and gain hands on experience relevant to careers in government agencies, non-governmental 

organizations, private industry, and academic fields. In the 21st century there is a need to 

effectively communicate environmental messages and take stewardship of setting up green 

start-ups, to be advocates of carbon credits, finding sustainable fuel resources, fight climate 

change, and more importantly work towards ensuring our existence on the planet. An ESD 

major will prepare you for all of this.   

Major Prerequisites  

To take up Environment and Sustainability, a student must have passed the following JSLH Core 

Course – Environmental Studies, and obtained a minimum of 60%. 

 

mailto:schaudhuri@jgu.edu.in
mailto:mroy@jgu.edu.in
mailto:abhijit@jgu.edu.in
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Major Structure 

The E&SD major structure is divided into 4 thematic course clusters as follows:   

1. Natural Resources Management 

2. Environmental Governance & Policy 
3. Geoinformatics & Environmental Management 
4. Environmental Ethics & Society 

Students have to take up: 

 At least 1 course from each of the four clusters  

 4 courses from any cluster (JSLH major electives or cross-electives) 

 

CLUSTER I: Natural Resources Management: 

The module focuses on ways in which societies manage the supply of, or access to, natural 

resources, which they rely on for survival and development. Key learning outcomes of this 

module will include, in-depth understanding concepts in food and water resources accessibility 

in developing economies, theory and practice of biodiversity conservation in sensitive 

ecosystems, means of converting waste to economic resources (energy and material), and 

emerging issues associated with of built environment in developing countries. Tentative courses 

under this module include: 

 Water and Food Security 

 Biodiversity & Conservation 

 Urban Planning 

 Sustainable Waste Management  

CLUSTER II: Geoinformatics and Environmental Management: 

The module deals with concepts and theory of geographic information systems (GIS) and their 

growing use for spatial data generation, environmental mapping, pattern recognition, analysis 

and dynamic representation using the QGIS software suit. Ranging from environmental 

economics to green marketing to spatial data analytics, the module comes as a typical hands-on 

skill development package ideal for prospective individuals aiming at dynamics careers in 

environmental impact assessment (EIA) and environmental management as a whole. Tentative 

courses under this module include:  

 Primer on Geographic Information System (GIS) 

 Geospatial Analysis for Sustainable Development 

 Environmental Economics 

 Environmental Management and Green Marketing 

CLUSTER III: Environmental Ethics and Society: 
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The module will demonstrate and describe to student the host of complexities that arise at the 

intersection of moral, cultural, philosophical, juridical, and religious spheres, when introspecting 

natural and man-made phenomena, such as climate change, or environmental migration etc. 

Students will be able to investigate and interpret different ethical theories in the Anthropocene, 

but also how political, economic, social, educational, legal, scientific, artistic “languages” and 

approaches are necessary for a correct analysis of the complex systemic reality that we live in. 

Tentative courses under this module include: 

 Culture, Ecology and Politics 

 Environment through Films and Visual Media 

 Environmental Justice and Activism 

 Environment, Society and Climate Change 

CLUSTER IV: Environmental Governance and Policy: 

Environmental issues are among the most pressing across the globe. Whether in relation to 

climate change, biodiversity loss or environmental harm, solutions are urgently needed in policy 

and governance to mitigate, adapt, reduce or prevent significant impacts. This module addresses 

these concerns and canvasses potential solutions, enabling you to develop the skills and expertise 

you need to make a lasting and positive impact on the planet. Students will gain an excellent 

understanding of local, national and international environmental policies and governance. It 

addresses the legal, economic, scientific and political challenges facing society, imparting an 

integrated understanding of the relevant issues. Tentative courses under this module include: 

 Environmental Health and Policy 

 Global Environmental Governance 

 Sustainable Energy Policy 

 Climate Law and Policy 
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Expressive Arts (Visual Arts)  

Major Coordinators 

Professor Achia Anzi (aanzi@jgu.edu.in) and Professor (Dr.) John Robert Clammer 

(jrclammer@jgu.edu.in) 

Major Introduction 
 
The major in expressive arts is an interdisciplinary program which integrates hands-on training 
with the study of the theory, history and sociology of the arts. While exposing the students to 
contemporary art practices, the program will emphasise the social location of artworks and will 
encourage students to explore their social, cultural and political surrounding. Our aim is to 
develop the creative skills of our students and to train the next generation of interdisciplinary 
art practitioners and theoreticians.    
 
Major Prerequisites  

To take up Expressive Arts (Visual Arts), a student must have passed the following JSLH Core 

Courses – Expressive Arts 1 and Expressive Arts 2. 

Major Structure 

All Expressive Arts (Visual Arts) major students are required to take the following courses - 

Art History from the Renaissance to the Present 

Aesthetics and Theory of Art 

Art and Society  

Open Studio I 

Open Studio II 

Foundation in Art Skills 

Object, Space, and Meaning: From Sculpture to Instillation 

The Static and the Moving Image: New Art in the Digital Age 

Thesis Seminar 1 

Thesis Seminar 2 (Studio Work) 
 

Art History from the Renaissance to the Present: The course follows the development of 

western art and explores the various art schools and movements that emerged since the 

Renaissance. While analysing the aesthetic properties of the artwork, the course will 

foreground its examination in historical, social and political locations.   

mailto:aanzi@jgu.edu.in
mailto:jrclammer@jgu.edu.in
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Aesthetics and Theory of Art: This course will expose students to ideas and concepts about art 

making and focus on close reading of texts from Plato and Aristotle to contemporary thinkers. 

While comparing various art theories, the students will follow their materialization and examine 

concrete artworks. Special emphasis will be given to text written by artists.  

Foundation in Art Skills: This course enables students to explore their ideas and to find ways to 

connect abstract concepts with images and objects. Students will be encouraged to experiment 

with various art media and to discover the possibilities of traditional as well as non-traditional 

materials 

Art and Society: The course is designed to provide a systematic introduction to visual cultures, 

illustrated primarily with reference to the visual arts. The course will examine methodologies of 

visual culture studies and the sociology of art, and throughout will link visual culture to wider 

sociological issues including social structures and social stratification, globalization, 

secularization and technological change.  

Open Studio I & Open Studio II: These introductory courses will focus on 2D (drawing) and 3D 

(clay modelling) studies, while exposing student to various art practices such as print making, 

terracotta, papier-mâché, painting, watercolor etc. In addition, the students will learn the basic 

concepts of composition and design, theory of colour etc. The students will be encouraged to 

create unique artworks based on their experiences, readings and concepts and thus gradually 

to develop their own visual language.    

Object, Space, and Meaning: From Sculpture to Installation: This course introduces students to 

the foundations of sculpture and installation. While following the transition from sculpture to 

installation the course underscores the relation between the object and space. The students 

will be exposed to traditional and contemporary methods of object making and will explore the 

relation between object, space and meaning.  

Static and Moving Images: New Art for the Digital Age:  Experimenting with both photography 

and video, this course enables students to respond to and reflect own their visual culture. Apart 

from introducing the aesthetic aspects of image production, this course will encourage students 

to explore their environment and develop projects which are based on their social milieu.    
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Sociology and Anthropology 

Major Instructors:  Atreyee Majumder - amajumder@jgu.edu.in (Coordinator); Jayani Bonnerjee; John 

Clammer; Chris Hale; Yasodhara Rakshit. 

 

Major Introduction 

Societies tell stories about themselves. These stories take varied shapes in sustaining a range of 

social structures and institutions. Sociology and anthropology are disciplinary methods which 

offer ways with which to uncover these stories and their working in a society. These methods 

could be applied to ‘traditional’ topics such as family, kinship, religion to those of markets, 

political institutions, bureaucracies, military, corporations, NGOs and so on.  They are crucially 

geared towards difference in the making of the modern world – why do people from different 

societies have different reactions to the same things (e.g. Mcdonalds burgers)? Concepts like 

time, space, structure, agency, representation are analyzed in these disciplines with a view to 

how different societies use these concepts differently. 

Anthropology and sociology are both theoretical as well as empirical disciplines, and they provide 

us with a knowledge of the many social patterns and alternatives that exist in the world, and a 

variety of theoretical lenses which can be used to study how people actually live in different social 

and cultural settings. They also help us develop an understanding of how societies have 

developed historically along with an awareness of contemporary social issues. They have an 

applied side to them too, where sociological and anthropological concepts can be used to address 

wider issues and problems in societies and to develop relevant responses and policies. 

As a student taking the Sociology and Anthropology Major, you will build on concepts and 

paradigms introduced in your foundation courses like Sociology and the Interdisciplinary 

Seminars to develop an in-depth understanding of society, its institutions, structures, and a range 

of current issues that arise from social life. 

Major Prerequisites 

To take up Sociology and Anthropology, a student must have passed the following JSLH Core 

Courses – Society, Space, Culture and Interdisciplinary Seminar 1, Interdisciplinary 2 or 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 3 

Major Structure 

All Sociology and Anthropology Major students are required to take the following courses - 

Emerging Questions and Ideas in Sociology and Anthropology (compulsory) 

Key Texts in Social and Cultural Theory (compulsory) 

mailto:amajumder@jgu.edu.in
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Thinking about the Field (compulsory) 

Thesis Seminar 1 

Thesis Seminar 2 
 

Emerging Questions and Ideas in Sociology and Anthropology: Students will have been exposed 

in their foundation courses to the key ideas in Anthropology and Sociology and broad maps of 

the scope and content of those disciplines. This course will extend these insights by applying 

them to new and emerging issues in society and culture and to the different ways in which 

anthropologists and sociologists have approached them and developed new theoretical models 

to deal with them in areas as diverse as “risk society”, postmodernism, Anthropocene, new forms 

of family and kinship, the emerging digital society, financial liberalisation, and so forth. 

Key Texts in Social and Cultural Theory: This course will teach some of the seminal texts in 

anthropology and sociology written by authors who shaped the key ideas and concepts in the 

nineteenth and twentieth century. This course will build an awareness of how these disciplines 

have developed over time, how such texts have shaped the disciplines and the means of analyzing 

and interpreting them from the point of view of the present. It will combine a history of ideas 

and major theoretical approaches to enable students to actually use these concepts to analyze 

societies and cultures. 

Thinking About the Field: What is the field? Where is the field? How does it animate itself to the 

needs of the researcher? These and related questions will come up in this course. This course will 

introduce students through texts, simulation exercises and actual fieldwork to the major 

problems and methods of doing field-based (ethnographic or participant observation) research. 

It will include designing a research project, practical methods (interviews, surveys, ethnography, 

participant observation, oral history and life-stories, and visual and textual analysis), the analysis 

of data generated, and issues in the ethics of research and publication 

The remaining THREE courses are of the student’s choice and can be chosen from at least THREE 

of the following five clusters. Potential courses under each theme will be listed each semester. 

Belonging and Exclusion: This course cluster explores the ways in which people relate to each 

other through the formation of communities and social institutions, including religious, political, 

economic, and familial organizations that, by nature, absorb some and exclude others. What are 

the ways in which human similarity and difference are created and understood across diverse 

societies? We examine different historical and contemporary formulations of “us” and “them” 

and how these have shaped human experience and the social sciences themselves. This cluster 

may include courses on social thought, community formation, and more specialized courses on 

kinship and relatedness, colonialism, racism and xenophobia, and markets and exchange 

relations. 
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Space and Place: Courses in this cluster will focus on how we can think of space in global and local 

terms. The cluster will help students examine different dimensions of personal, public and digital 

spaces. While a global world might seem to imply annihilation of spatial boundaries, economic, 

social and cultural processes are most often closely related to constraints of the local. Courses in 

this cluster might focus on the importance and significance of spatial categories like city, town 

and country, also digital space. 

Livelihoods and Well-being:  

We live in a highly unequal world – within and across societies. Struggles for fulfilment of basic 

human needs are widely prevalent across the globe today. Consideration of equality and disparity 

in legitimizing these needs has been a constant question of consideration in societies. The growth 

of democratic welfare states has witnessed this question of economic justice and equality coming 

to the forefront. Globalization and the reality of interdependence among peoples has expanded 

the view from one of local and regional perception creation of universal standards. Courses will 

focus on fulfillment and elaboration of basic needs from a material, cultural and ethical 

perspectives. Local and international norms along with comparative studies will be examined. 

Perception and Representation: Seeing comes before words. It is seeing which establishes our 

place in the surrounding world; we explain that world with words, but words can never undo the 

fact that we are surrounded by it. This cluster, based on the idea of visual theory, believes that 

cultures are informed by our ways of seeing. Sociological concerns, political changes, cinematic 

overtures and varying fields of creativity and innovation take distinct shapes that rely on the 

production and dissemination of all kinds of images. The courses in this cluster will equip students 

with the analytical methods and tools necessary to take an active and informed role in not only 

studying but also in shaping contemporary visual culture.  

Movements and Encounters: People, ideas and ecologies are rarely static. All can be subject to 

different types and degrees of mobility, and these processes are often considered to be major 

drivers of change. Through social mobility or a movement through space and time, peoples’ 

experiences expand and their perceptions and ideas can be altered – including the way that 

identity itself is conceived and expressed. Courses in this cluster will explore movements and 

encounters within and across societies in archaeological, historical and contemporary iterations. 
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History 

Major Instructors:  Dr Laurence Gautier (lmagautier@jgu.edu.in) (coordinator); Dr Saagar 

Tewari; Dr Christopher Hale; Dr Swati Chawla; Dr Zaheer Abbas. 

Major Introduction 

What is History? History is, at its core, an investigation. Like detectives, historians hunt traces of 

the past. They ask: what happened? How did it happen? Why did it happen? In their quest, the 

historian learns to transform any object into a precious source of information – from pot 

sherds, miniature paintings, and manuscript to photographs, love letters or digital images. All 

these documents and artefacts help the historian re-imagine the past and understand the lives 

of individuals and societies separated from us by time and space. In that sense, History is not 

simply a cold-blooded analysis of bygone eras. It is a call to the imagination. As students of 

history, we learn to expand our horizons, detach ourselves from our immediate environment, 

and step into the shoes of men and women who lived and thought differently from us.  

At the same time, we become deeply conscious of the fact that past and present are always 

closely intertwined. With their reliance on evidence and methodological rigour, historians fulfil 

a crucial function in our modern world where history and heritage are routinely captured by 

dominant groups to spread or even impose their ideological views. In this context, the role of 

historians is to coolly deconstruct these dominant narratives, point to their ideological biases, 

and allow other non-dominant voices to be heard - an essential task in a democratic public 

sphere. More generally, History gives us the essential tools to dig into our own present, to 

understand - quite simply - who we are and where we come from – the whys and wherefores of 

the world we inhabit. 

 The History Major at JSLH will give you the opportunity to explore India’s ancient and more 

recent past, along with the history of other civilizations. It will give you a first-hand experience 

of historians’ work – from fieldwork and archival research to the production of an original piece 

of reflection. Finally, it will expose you to the different schools of historical thought and 

emphasise the connections with other disciplines, notably political science, anthropology, 

literature and philosophy. 

Major Prerequisites 

To take up History, a student must obtained atleast 50% in the following JSLH Core Courses – 

History. 

 

 

mailto:lmagautier@jgu.edu.in


P a g e  | 15 
JSLH Major Guide 

 

Major Structure 

History Major Components   

(4 x compulsory; 4 x thematic optionals; 2 x thesis) 

History Major requirements Course offerings within JSLH which 

fulfill requirements 

  

Core: Indian History 

(Compulsory) 

Early India 

The Making of Modern India 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme: Global Comparative History 

(at least 1, maximum of 3) 

From Renaissance to Revolutions: 

a history of modern Europe 

Origins of “Civilisation”. Ancient 

Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Greece  

South Asian Islam in a Global 

Context 

Between Shakyamuni and Maitreya: 

The Many Incarnations of Asian 

Buddhisms 

 

Theme: Environmental and Social 

History 

(at least 1, maximum of 3) 

Environmental History of South Asia 

Forests, Frontiers and People 

without History 

Language Movements in South Asia 

  

Core: History Methods and Practices 

(Compulsory) 

Digging Deeper: The Archaeology of 

the Ancient World 

Uncovering the Past: Trends and 

Methods in History 

  

Thesis 
Thesis 1 

Thesis 2 
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Students may find course descriptions below for the JSLH course offerings listed in the table 

above. 

Students may substitute some of these courses with elective courses in history (provided that 

broad themes correspond), either from JSLH or from another school at JGU, after consultation 

with the History Major Coordinator. Past courses have included ‘Blood Antiquities and 

Archaeopolitics’, ‘Making of Refugees: peoples without a state’; Minorities in Modern India; 

Tribes in Indian History; ‘Beyond India and Pakistan: changing the foundations of South Asian 

history’, ‘The French Revolution: ten years that changed the world’, ‘East Meets West: Oriental, 

European and Asian influences in interiors in India in the 19th-20th c’, ‘Politics, Cartoons and 

Satire’, and many more 

Early India 

In this course, students will be sensitised to the fragmentary nature of the ‘archive’ from an 

earlier period of time. They will be taught how such challenges have been overcome by utilizing 

interpretative skills in various sub-disciplines like archaeology, epigraphy, numismatics etc. By 

establishing cross-disciplinary dialogue and corroborating a variety of archival sources, the 

historians of pre-modern India have made significant historically valid interpretations about a 

time-period far removed from us. Beside ancient Indian history, this course will cover the early 

medieval period (mid-8th century A.D. onwards) and the Delhi Sultanate (late 12th and early 13th 

century onward). Our focus will not necessarily be on political dynasties but rather on the 

myriad social, economic, cultural and religious changes that the Indian civilization underwent 

over these three millennia. 

The Making of Modern India 

This course will cover two main time-periods: the Mughal period (early 16th century onwards) 

and the colonial rule over South Asia by Great Britain (mid-18th century onwards). Instead of 

the usual practice of presenting a very north India centric history, we shall give due space to 

developments in other regions as well. The rapid decline of the centralized Mughal empire after 

the death of Aurangzeb was the harbinger of colonial rule in the Indian sub-continent. From 

1757 onwards, the East India Company gradually expanded its territorial empire and 

overshadowed all rival claimants to political power. This unequal encounter had far-reaching 

ramifications for the inhabitants of South Asia. One of the important consequences was also 

the rise of nationalism and an anti-imperialist struggle for independence under the overall 

leadership of M.K. Gandhi. This course surveys this momentous phase of Indian history which 

opened the doors for the rise of the largest sovereign democratic nation in human history. 
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From Renaissance to revolutions: a history of modern Europe 

What is modernity? This course examines the ‘rise of modern Europe’, from the 14-15th 

centuries to the 20th century. It will take students through the series of movements that shaped 

the society, politics, religion and economics of the continent, from the Renaissance and the 

Reformation, to the wave of revolutions – political, scientific and industrial – that lay the 

foundations of what we understand as ‘modernity’. Throughout the course, we will also look at 

Europe’s multifaceted ‘interactions’ with other continents – from trade and circulation of ideas 

to colonial expansion, in order to show how these interactions’ allowed a few European 

countries to impose their domination over large parts of the world in the 19th and early 20th 

centuries. In doing so, the course will give students essential tools to understand, beyond 

Europe’s history, some of the key forces that shaped our ‘modern world’. 

South Asian Islam in a Global Context 

This course offers a broad introduction to Islam and Muslims’ role in South Asia’s history, 

culture and politics, from the 7thcentury to the 21st. It engages with a wide range of themes 

which resonate with public debates in today’s India, including so-called ‘Muslim’ conquests, 

conversion, syncretism or Sharia. The course will give students the tools to analyse these oft-

fraught issues from a historical perspective, in a contextualised framework. It will address 

questions such as: what was ‘Islamic’ about Arab and Central Asian conquests? What factors 

facilitated the spread of Islam in the subcontinent?  Was ‘Muslim separatism’ responsible for 

Partition? The course will further highlight the connections between historical developments in 

South Asia and those taking place in other regions, particularly in Central Asia, in the Arabian 

peninsula and in Europe. For instance, what impact did Mongols’ campaigns in Central Asia 

have on the subcontinent? What role did Iranian migrants play in the flourishing of a Persianate 

culture under the Mughals? How did the fight over the Ottoman Caliphate shape the nationalist 

movement in colonial India? After a few modules on the medieval and early modern periods, a 

large part of the course will be dedicated to the colonial and postcolonial periods, from which 

we have inherited ‘modern’ conceptions of Muslim identity and the nation. Through these 

lectures, the course aims to address students with an interest in history as well as in 

contemporary politics. 

Origins of “Civilisation”. Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia and Greece 

This course emphasises our collective global human history and the ancient beginnings for 

some of the greatest civilisations of the Bronze Age. We will compare and explore the origins of 

complex social organisation including in Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Prehistoric Greece from 

roughly 3000 BCE to 1000 BCE. As an examination of these early states in terms of their 

organisation, their function, their character and their culture, we will gain a long-term 

perspective on the effects of trade, warfare, population growth, and environment on 

development using tools offered to us through both archaeological and ancient historical 
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approaches. We will see how these varied communities developed in different ways, how they 

interacted, and how civilisation can just as easily collapse. 

Between Shakyamuni and Maitreya: The Many Incarnations of Asian Buddhisms  

This course explores the origins and development of Buddhism in Asia. We start 2500 years ago 

with the first teachings of the newly enlightened Prince Siddhartha, and come up to the present 

day with the debate around the Fourteenth Dalai Lama’s reincarnation, and Thai nuns’ 

demands for equality with monks. We study the complex of teachings, practices, and 

relationships that came to be known later as Buddhism and, simultaneously, how such a 

complex has developed within specific cultural contexts. 

Environmental History of South Asia 

Home to a fifth of the world’s human population, South Asia encompasses considerable 

biodiversity both in terms of flora and fauna. However, since the early modern times(c.1500 

A.D.), increasing commercial contact with the rapidly industrializing empires of western Europe 

gradually transformed South Asia into a colony of a vast global empire. This meant that its 

extensive biotic wealth became an economic ‘resource’ feeding the expansion of the capitalist 

world order. Studies such as Madhav Gadgil and Ram Guha’s This Fissured Land(1992) have 

argued that the long British colonial rule truly marks an ‘ecological watershed’ in South Asian 

history. This contention has led to a vigorous debate amongst scholars which have nuanced our 

understanding of the ecological changes in this vast subcontinent including its pre-colonial past. 

While focusing on the last two centuries, the course will examine continuities and changes 

overtime in human treatment of land, forest, water and wildlife. 

Language Movements in South Asia 

This course explores the social and political lives of South Asian linguistic communities from the 

late colonial period to the present. We study how claims to linguistic unity or plurality are used 

to forge a sense communitarian identity, and what historical forgeries, erasures or rhetorical 

maneuvers sustain these claims. Relatedly, we ask under what historical circumstances, why, by 

whom (identify historical actors), does language emerge as the defining characteristic of social 

identity, and what other identities are rendered less important as a result. Finally, we grapple 

with some intractable problems that have resurfaced multiple times in the last 150 years: What 

should be the medium of instruction in a multilingual society? Do countries like India need a 

national language? If so, what should it be? Apropos of Audre Lorde’s “the master’s tools will 

never dismantle the master’s house,” how do we understand the role of English in education 

and civic discourse in South Asia? Is it still the colonisers’ language? 

Uncovering the past: trends and methods in History: 

What is History? What tools do historians have to make sense of past traces? This course will 

introduce students to the different schools of thought that have shaped History as a discipline. 

It will highlight the fruitful connection between History and other subjects, including political 



P a g e  | 19 
JSLH Major Guide 

 

science, sociology, anthropology and philosophy. The course will further expose students to the 

wide range of methods that historians can use to uncover the past, from digging the archives 

and collecting documents – either texts, oral testimonies, images or objects – to weaving these 

traces into a meaningful narrative. Through these methods, historians aim to bring back to life 

past societies. They also aim to show the fine threads that connect our present with our multi-

layered past. The course will include at least one visit to the archives and one historical walk or 

fieldtrip. 

Digging Deeper: The Archaeology of the Ancient World 

As a broad introduction to the use of archaeology and other interrelated disciplines as tools for 

understanding the past, we will answer some of the most common questions about 

archaeology, including: What is there left to find? Where should you look? And from when do 

the finds date? Moving beyond process, we will begin to ask harder questions of the 

archaeological evidence to analyse and explain both change and continuity in culture and 

society through an examination of social organisation, food-ways and culinary traditions, tools 

and technology, trade and interaction, and even cognitive archaeologies. This class emphasises 

a combination of interactive lectures with fully practical field-lab sessions and related activities 

examining technology, behaviour, and archaeological practice. In so doing, students will gain a 

hands-on perspective concerning the ancient communities they study, a practical perspective 

on introductory archaeology theory, and an experiential introduction to various aspects of the 

archaeological process. 

 

 

International Business 

Major Coordinator 

Professor Sunil Sangra (ssangra@jgu.edu.in) 

Major Introduction 

The major in International Business in the Liberal Arts and Humanities School at Jindal Global 

University is designed to provide students with the knowledge, capabilities and skills to manage 

a global enterprise in the 21st century.  This is a demanding task and requires managers to be 

able to understand business operations, technology and information systems, the creation of 

global value, examine business issues and problems through critical thinking, promote and 

recognize creativity and innovation, and develop and execute effective strategies.  A depth and 

breadth of knowledge, the ability to engage in problem solving, flexibility, agility and 

mailto:ssangra@jgu.edu.in
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adaptability, and developing an appreciation of variety, subtlety, complexity and diversity are 

the outcomes of a study of international business in a Liberal Arts setting.  These are the 

abilities needed to manage a global enterprise in the 21st century. 

Prerequisites: To take up International Business, a student must have passed the following JSLH 

Core Courses - Economics, Quantitative Skills 1, and Quantitative Skills 2. 

Major Structure 

All International Business Students are required to take the following courses - 

Introduction to International Business 

Accounting 

The Global Economy / Macroeconomics 

Design Thinking 

Thesis 1 

Thesis 2 

 

In addition a student needs to choose any 4 options from below: 

 International marketing 

 Technology & Innovation in Global Business 

 Global Business Operations  

 Global Business Strategies (Capstone)  

 International Human Resource Management 

 International Financial Management 

 In addition, a student may choose suitable electives from other 
Majors/Schools in consultation with the Major Coordinator.  

 

 
 

Introduction to International Business - Introduces basic concepts and examines key forces 
affecting international business. Examines global, political, economic, cultural, legal, demographic, 
geographic, and historical processes to understand how the world economy functions. Discusses 
international institutions, country market evaluations, foreign direct investment, the multinational 
firm and its functions (organizational behavior, finance, marketing, operations), as well as the 
ethical environment of global business.  
 
Accounting – Introduces the business language of accounting, as this is used for measuring 
business activity in financial terms. Critical thinking is emphasized to understand the various 
processes for the analysis of financial information, as related to businesses operating on a global 
scale.  
 
The Global Economy / Macroeconomics – _Examines microeconomics and macroeconomics as 
needed for managers of a global enterprise. The focus on economic agents considers marginal 
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analysis, scarcity, opportunity costs, the behavior of firms and consumers, production costs, 
market processes and relations, rationality and behavioral economics. The focus on entire 
economic systems considers the measurement and analysis of output, income, prices, 
employment, growth, business cycles, interest rates, and monetary and fiscal policy. International 
trade, exchange rates, investment and global economic organizations will complete the course.  
 
Design Thinking – Introduces the basic parameters of design thinking as an approach to problem 
solving in business settings. Examines iterative processes of seeing and addressing complexity, 
appreciating user experiences, achieving effective outcomes, recognizing the interaction effects 
of various functions related to outcomes, organizing systems integration thinking, achieving and 
organizing multiple perspectives on the problem and solution, and applying critical thinking in 
designing solutions. A variety of case studies and problem-solving exercises are employed.  
 
International Marketing - Examines strategic marketing and market entry decisions in the context 
of dynamic global, regional, and country market forces. Emphasizes how international marketers 
standardize and adapt product/service, pricing, channel, and communication strategies to meet 
target market needs and company objectives. Students in teams will develop an international 
marketing plan for a specified product or service.  
 
Global Business Operations – Examines the major business functions of a global organization, 
including: logistics, supply chain, information systems and management and operations 
management, sourcing and application of knowledge, distribution, and the integration of systems 
on a global scale.  
 
Technology & Innovation in Global Business - Examines current and leading-edge technologies 
important to the competitive operations of global businesses. Provides a study of the global 
computer industry and integrated information systems, venture capital, the Internet of things, 
digital business, artificial intelligence and robotics, 3D printing, Blockchain, and virtual and 
augmented reality. 
 
International Financial Management – Introduces the theory and practice of international 
finance, including: the global monetary system, international currency exchanges, capital 
mobility, central banks, and financial aspects of international trade theory, derivatives, foreign 
direct investment, regional economic integration, and the impact of global finance on the 
management of global and national firms. 
 
Global Business Strategy (Capstone) - Examines the process, problems, and consequences of 
creating, implementing, and evaluating business strategy on a global scale. Considers how the 
political, economic, social, technological, ecological, and legal environments affect the creation of 
competitive advantage. Working in teams, students will develop strategic plans, actions plans, and 
evaluative criteria for actual firms and provide presentations.  
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Literary Studies 

Major Instructors: Dr. Maaz Bin Bilal (Coordinator) mbilal@jgu.edu.in; Dr.Nandini Dhar 

(ndhar@jgu.edu.in); Dr. Rukmini Pande (rpande@jgu.edu.in); Mr. Rahul Jayaram 

(rjayaram@jgu.edu.in)  

Major Introduction 

The Literary Studies major at JSLH undertakes the scholarly study of different kinds of literature 

written in English across the world, over the course of its history. The major aims to impart the 

important skills of critical reading and thinking, analysis, synthesis and creativity, critique, and 

reflective writing on, and sometimes of, literature — as form, text, edition and publication, 

hyper-text or another category. It often explores literature vis-à-vis the other arts, and in 

conjunction with socio-economic history, political movements, ideologies and other intellectual 

developments. Additionally, students are also trained to read literary and other cultural texts 

such as film and new media through the lens of different schools of literary criticism and 

theory.  

Major Prerequisites  

To take up Literary Studies, a student must have passed the following JSLH Core Courses – 

Introduction to Literary Study 

Major Structure 

All Literary Studies major students are required to take at least 8 of the following courses. Each 

semester there will be a mix of compulsory and elective courses to choose from. 

Classical Foundations of Literature  

Literature and Arts of the Renaissance  

Nineteenth-Century Literature  

Anglophone Literature 1890–1945 

World Literature and Food 

Introduction to Creative Writing  

Introducing Urdu: History, Politics, Poetics 

Rethinking Friendship 

Reading Harry Potter 

mailto:mbilal@jgu.edu.in
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Introducing Transnational Cybercultures 

Exploring Fan Cultures 

Creative Non-Fiction 

Gender, Conflict, Narrative 

 

Classical Foundations of Literature: Provides the students a firm grounding in the Greek classics 

and the Bible to allow them access to the bedrock of references in Western literature. This will 

lead to a more rewarding, multilayered reading of literature in all other courses to come. 

Towards this purpose it will also include some Indic classics. The dominant genres in the course 

will be the epic and drama.  

Literature and Arts of the Renaissance: The course examines the Renaissance or the early 

modern period in Europe and the world, especially in Italy and England, as it affected the 

thought and arts of the time. Studying philosophical, critical, and literary writings, along with 

paintings and sculpture from the age, the course seeks help students understand the important 

historical period as it has come to shape the modern world and its politics. In the process, the 

course also explores the interstices of the visual and the verbal, and teaches literary and art 

criticism.  

Nineteenth-Century Literature: This course seeks to introduce students to the literary theories 

and readings of the genre “novels” through close readings of select nineteenth century British 

and/or American novels. Students will leave the course with an awareness of the key debates 

surrounding the scholarly studies of the novels, knowledge of some of the seminal texts of the 

period, and an overall understanding that the genre cannot be studied in separation from such 

issues as gender, race, class and imperialism. The methodologies of this class, then, can also be 

applied to other texts of the student’s choosing  

Anglophone Literature 1890-1945: In this class, we will study key texts produced during the 

vital period from 1890-1945. We will discover how modernism, realism, literary feminisms and 

racial assertion coalesced in literary forms to produce a distinct vocabulary. While our primary 

focus will be on literature produced in England and US, we will also extend and expand our 

attention to the colonized world, where English became the language of expression for a very 

visible and literate minority. We will also see films and read a couple of shorter essays to figure 

out, how the period continues to haunt the literary world much beyond its formal conclusion 

and completion.  

World Literature and Food: This class chooses a specific lens through which to embark upon a 

study of world literature – food. Food has often been trivialized, thought to be too mundane 

and has often been assumed to be associated with realms that are clearly not the purview of 
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literature or artistic creativity. Contrary to such understandings, in this class, we will play close 

attention to the fact that food is fundamental to culture, human imagination and creative- 

aesthetic expression. Through studies of literary texts from nineteenth century to the present, 

from four continents – the Americas, Europe, Asia and Africa – we will show, how a deliberate 

attention to foodways in literary and cultural texts, can open up narratives of artistic and 

ideological affinity and intimacy amongst texts that emerge from seemingly disparate regional, 

linguistic and culinary contexts.  

Introducing Urdu/Indian Literature in English: Exposes students to the complexities of 

contemporary literatures in India, concerning local socio-historical events and lived realities. 

Alerts students to the politics of literature and the concerns of regional language Indian writers. 

It explores the debates surrounding the relationship between the regional languages and 

English, the place of English- language literature in the global public sphere, and colonial and 

postcolonial literatures. The course may be taught with a focus on literature from one language 

(such as Urdu) or multiple Indian languages in translation or through Indian literature in English. 

You may have the option of choosing from one of these too. 

Introduction to Creative Writing: This course is about learning to use written language in four 

distinct creative genres — poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction, and drama. It is a mid-level 

course in these areas designed to stimulate your interest and prepare you for more advanced 

coursework in creative writing.  

Creative Nonfiction: In its quintessence, Creative Nonfiction (or Narrative Nonfiction) is a 

method of examining a social phenomenon (or an individual life) through the form of factual 

storytelling that has many of the elements of the cinema, novel, drama, short story and 

documentary. Creative nonfiction encompasses long-form and literary journalism, biography, 

memoir (though many question its inclusion in the nonfiction genre), investigative reporting, 

travel writing, food writing, non-academic analytical writing, the personal and general essay, 

the documentary, podcast storytelling, radio reporting, graphic nonfiction and more. Week on 

week, learners will write 500-word reading/viewing/listening response essays and by the side 

work on two (one 1,500- and one 2,000-word) essays of creative nonfiction or journalism on 

ideas they will work on after consulting with the instructor.       

Rethinking Friendship: a higher level, interdisciplinary course that exposes students to the 

demand of examining a topic minutely, where they read literature alongside numerous other 

disciplines, and thus learn in depth the valuable skills of synthesis and analysis. The course 

examines nationalism and the modern state in close conjunction with friendship exposing the 

students to seminal concerns of the personal and political around them. 

Gender, Conflict, Narrative: Aesthetic forms have often been considered by writers and artists 

as potent spaces within which gender norms, ideologies and inequalities can be examined, 

represented and challenged. Such aesthetic forms of examination often lead writers, artists and 

cultural producers to locate conflict at the center of their texts. An examination of seminal 
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literary and film texts would reveal, gender often forms the basis of complicated conflicts, 

which while representing in mediated language, the social struggles around gender, can also 

transform the very meaning and politics of aesthetic forms. In this class, we will begin by 

considering texts that represent the everyday forms of sexism and how these seemingly 

mundane and benign forms of social violences can give birth to distinct strategies of 

representing conflicts in texts. We will then move over to texts that represent large-scale social 

and political conflicts within India, and how gender played a prominent role within such 

conflicts, where rape and other forms of sexual assault clearly became weapons of war 

(Partition, Militarization and Kashmir, Conflicts Around Land-Grab). In the process, we will also 

consider such issues as sexual violence, gendered and sexualized nature of the state, 

nationalism and gender, women’s agency and resistances. 

Reading Harry Potter: Harry Potter as a children’s/young adult series has enjoyed the kind of 

limelight that only a very, very few literary texts can dream of. Read globally, Harry Potter 

represents an iconic success story of its writer, JK Rowling, around whose name much mystery 

still revolves. This class will try to understand the “Harry Potter phenomenon”, so to say, 

including an interdisciplinary cultural studies approach. We will analyze how Rowling’s 

biography has played an important role in the international marketing of the series. We will 

delve into the legal history of the book, considering the series had wrecked up quite a few 

controversies which had to be resolved in court. We will look through some of the fan-fiction 

that the texts in the series have produced. But most importantly, we will focus on reading very 

closely and critically  the first two books in the series, which will be followed by close-viewings 

and critical analyses of the respective film adaptations. We will end the class by reading a novel 

by the Nigerian-American writer, Nnedi Okorafor, which has often been described as the 

“African Harry Potter”, thus delving into the history of the series’ international reception.  

Introducing Transnational Cybercultures: The internet and other digital artifacts now mediate 

our interactions with the world and society to a considerable degree. While the influence of 

these artifacts are both praised and decried in equal measure, it is more useful to conceptualise 

the realm of cyberculture as a means and medium for cultural production engaged in critical 

debates regarding the nature of ‘humanity’ itself. Cybercultures also carry within them older 

institutional matrixes of identity and power – gender, race, caste, and class – that continue to 

influence both technical aspects like platform design as well as issues around regulation of free 

speech, political dissent, bullying, and harassment. The purpose of this course is therefore to 

approach the study of cyberspace and cyberculture from a series of critical entry points 

including historical and pop-cultural texts and contemporary case studies.  

Exploring Fan Cultures: The term ‘fandom’ refers to the social structures and cultural practices 

created by the most passionately engaged consumers of mass media properties. Fans are often 

seen as unquestioning consumers of media texts and indeed have long been stereotyped as 

easily gullible. However, as the field of Fan Studies has developed these assumptions have been 

questioned significantly.  The study of fan cultures offers unique insights into the operations of 
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subcultures invested in transformative activity – fanfiction, fanart, fan-video – around popular 

cultural texts. Scholars have been particularly interested in how fans both resist and reinforce 

the dominant representations of race, gender, sexuality etc that are put into circulation by such 

texts.   

This course aims at encapsulating all of these threads of analysis and offers students an 

opportunity to engage with debates around contemporary issues in larger participatory culture 

– access, representation, platform – through the lens of fan culture. 

Students may take additional courses in literature for their major either from JSLH or from 

another school at JGU. Past courses have included Modern Western Drama; Mahabharata: 

Conflict, Identity, Gender, and Storytelling; Law and Literature; Speculative Fiction; and Creative 

Non-Fiction. 

 

Philosophy 

Major Coordinator 

Professor (Dr.) R. Krishnaswami (rkrishnaswamy@jgu.edu.in)  

Major Introduction 

Given that philosophy stands at the cross-roads of all disciplines, it is important to approach the 

teaching of philosophy in a way that sensitizes students to philosophy’s multi-faceted nature. It 

is important for students to not only get a disciplinarian background in philosophy but also get a 

flavor of the philosophical methods that different traditions at different times have espoused. 

For example, within the practice of philosophy, inquiry as a form of questioning with the 

intention of attaining truth has been central both within the western (example: the Socratic 

method) as well as the Indian philosophical traditions (example: the Upanishads). By training 

students in different intellectual approaches, we hope to give the student critical thinking tools 

that would help them handle problems better. The task of this major is not only to improve the 

mental agility of the students but also—by giving them the ideological/philosophical 

provenance to many of the issues that today’s world faces—to help them situate themselves 

better vis-à-vis the rest of the world. 

Major Prerequisites 

To take up Philosophy, a student must have passed the following JSLH Core Courses – 

Philosophy. 

Major Structure 

mailto:rkrishnaswamy@jgu.edu.in
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All Philosophy major students are required to take the following courses - 

History of Indian Philosophy 

Philosophy of the Modern Self 

Critical Reasoning 

How to Live Together: Political Philosophy 

Cross Disciplinary Philosophy 

Philosophy of Life and Death 

Introduction to Ethics 

Philosophy of Religion 

Thesis Seminar 1 

Thesis Seminar 2 

 

History of Indian Philosophy: This course will address some central questions of Indian 

philosophy. This course will start with important themes from the Vedas, Upanishads, the 

Bhagavad-gita, Manusmriti, and early Buddhism. We will then take up Nagarjuna’s philosophy 

and his theory of knowledge and his approaches to practice. Central questions like the nature 

of the self, God and its relation to each other along with issues of reasoning, language, 

consciousness and ethics will be discussed using philosophers from the Mahayana Buddhist, 

Jain and Vedantist traditons.  

Philosophy of the Modern Self:  One of the central themes of the modern western world has 

been the notion of the human self. We will be looking at how it is that the question of the self 

became an important issue philosophically in modern times. We will also be looking at the 

epistemological debates that surrounded the attempt to understand what the human self is 

especially in the 17 and 18th century. Another intellectual event in early modern times in the 

West was the advancement of science and we will be studying how scientific questions and 

philosophical questions fed into each other and what were the different intellectual 

motivations of modern philosophers from the 16th century onwards. This course is designed to 

give the students an orientation to modern problems of philosophy that includes questions of 

the nature of the self, space, time and matter among others. The philosophers we will be 

studying mainly in this course will be Descartes, Leibniz and Kant. 

Critical Reasoning: Logic will be approached as a theory of reasoning. Relation between logic 

and meaning will be touched upon and the basics of propositional logic will be introduced. This 

is to give the students the skills necessary to analyze argument structure, validity of inference 

etc. The use of quantifiers, relations and functions will also be taught. This course will also 

include modules on critical thinking. That is, the students will be introduced to the technique of 

logic by way of examples. This is so that they can understand what argument structure and how 

to build conclusions from premises and argue effectively. 
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How to be Together: Introduction to Political Philosophy: This course will look at political 

philosophy from a Western and an Indian perspective -  

The Western Way: How humanity should live together? That has been a perennial question 

throughout history. This course will look to understand the subterranean social, economic, and 

political influences that shifted human concerns throughout history. We will be looking also at 

the different problems that society in history posed for philosophers and how they tried to deal 

with them. Along with this, we will attempt to see if there are certain universal human concerns 

in their social and political settings. Questions such as the relationship between justice and 

happiness, how to live in a good society etc. will be discussed in this course. We will look at 

major political and social thinkers like Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and Rawls. 

The Indian Way: As much as in the West, the Indian civilization also underwent a series of 

political, social and economic changes throughout its long history. We will study what the 

relation was, in Indian ancient and modern history, between the social everyday concern and 

the different thinkers’ ideational responses. We will look at the codified forms of social and 

political rules that the Indian tradition built its existence upon. This will also include studying 

Kautilya and Manusmriti and other important texts of the pre-modern era. We also wish to see 

if there is a continuous trajectory in the Indian social life between modern and pre-modern 

eras. This means there will be engagement with some modern Indian thinkers like Tagore, 

Gandhi, Vivekananda and Ambedkar. This course will have a three-way dialogue between 

India’s present social concerns and its diachronic relation with its own past along with a 

synchronic engagement with the West and their socio-political theories.  

Cross-disciplinary Philosophy: The main purpose of this course is to show to students the 

flexibility of philosophy in engaging with different disciplines. We will be looking at a few 

established disciplines like anthropology, sociology, art, psychology etc and digging deep into its 

philosophical roots. For example, when we look at the philosophy of anthropology, we will look 

at the question of what cultural relativism means and whether there are cultural absolutes. 

When it comes to the philosophy of art, we can ask questions like what beauty and how 

different social and political contexts is have influenced a people’s symbolic representation of 

their ideas. What is a symbol and how it is related to language? This is designed so as to keep in 

mind the different interests that students bring into the classroom and to show that philosophy 

doesn’t have to be a separate discipline necessarily but can help nurture and deepen the 

students’ academic and life interests. 

Philosophy of Life and Death: Existentialism: We are “thrown” into this world with questions 

concerning what life is and whether it has any meaning. Why is there so much sorrow in the 

world? Can we ever attain happiness? What is our destiny? Can we ever understand each other 

completely? These are questions that everyone has and can find no answer to. In this course, 

we will look at some literature from the Western canon that have tried to answer these 
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questions. This course will look at novels, stories, and some important western thinkers like 

Heidegger, Sartre, Camus etc and anyone else who can shed light upon these issues.  

What is Right and Wrong? Introduction to Ethics: All our actions have consequences. Should we 

be a consequentialist and act according to the consequences of our actions or should we act 

irrespective of what the consequences may be. For example, many of us ask ourselves whether 

lying to other people is a good thing or not. When can we be excused from being honest? Is a 

life devoted to the service of others a good life? In this course, we will look at the different 

debates surrounding ethical issues of what is goodness, what is appropriate behavior, what is 

morality etc.  

Philosophy of Religion (Indian and Western): Religious systems have been an ever-present part 

of human society. Whole societies have attempted to explicitly organize themselves along 

religious lines. But even in secular countries, the influence of religions on important question is 

present in the background. What purpose does religion serve? And what questions does it 

engage with from a philosophical perspective? Possible topics in this course include the idea of 

God, the nature of evil, the relationship between humanity and the infinite, our relationship 

with death and a possible afterlife. We will also look at the place of religious questions today 

and what role religion plays in modern society.   

Political Science and International Relations 

Major Instructors: Dr. Sucharita Sen (sucharita@jgu.edu.in) (Coordinator); Dr. Avinash Godbole 

(agodbole@jgu.edu.in); Dr. Lipika Kamra (lkamra@jgu.edu.in)  

Major Introduction 

The Political Science major will provide students with a comprehensive view of the discipline and 

build on the starts we have made with the foundation course in political science. We will critically 

examine, in  greater depth, the concepts and theories on the evolution of the State; the 

development of notions such as freedom, justice and sovereignty; debates on individual and 

human rights and citizenship; the complex mechanisms of government formation and 

functioning including electoral processes; constitutional imperatives; division of power within 

branches of governments; social and political movements that underscore limitations of 

prevailing governments and effect either a contestation of the State or a change in its character. 

While we maintain a good focus on the independent Indian state as our object of study, many 

areas and themes will demand a comparative assessment with non-Indian states, government 

systems or movements. These themes will also demand a comparative assessment of the Indian 

state with non-Indian states, government systems, and/or movements. We will study the 

interactions between states in the global political order, and engage with theories around 
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international settlements, diplomacy, governance, and globalisation. Additionally, courses in this 

major will a bring politics in conversation with history, sociology, anthropology, critical 

development studies, and philosophy. 

Major Prerequisites  

To take up Political Science, a student must have passed the following JSLH Core Courses – 

Political Science. 

Major Structure 

All Political Science major students are required to take the following courses - 

Theories of Political Science 

Indian and Western Political Thought 

International Relations 

Global Foreign Policy Analysis 

Indian Politics 

Political Sociology 

International Conflict, Order, and Justice 

The Politics of Development 

Thesis Seminar 1 

Thesis Seminar 2 
 

Theories of Political Science: This course will introduce the students to understanding what 

political theory is along with its history and its methods. The students will also look at the 

different approaches to political theory that have characterized the western tradition – Marxist, 

liberal, conservative, post-modern, etc. Students will also be encouraged to critically evaluate the 

normative and constructivist approaches to political science. This course will provide a key 

foundation for students to understand larger themes that will be explored in other courses. A 

serious attempt will be made to reinterpret these theories in the light of current experience. Also, 

through an engagement with theories of democracy, we will help the students understand both 

praxis and theory in politics.  

Western and Indian Political Thought: The main objective of this course is to familiarize students 

with some important thinkers and their concepts in the western and Indian tradition.  

The first section is dedicated to a brief overall understanding of western political thought over 

the last two centuries. Eminent thinkers will be discussed within certain categories like liberalism, 

universal morality, democracy, radical political thought, multi culturalism, post imperialism etc. 

This section of the course will also look at the rise of the new Right in western politics and anti-

liberal movements. This part of the course will address issues of multiculturalism in the modern 
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world, liberal democracy, the value of human rights and its critique through engaging with some 

of the ideas of the Nouvelle Droite thinkers. 

Along with the western tradition, some important modern Indian thinkers will also be presented. 

Ambedkar and equality, Gandhi and the role of religion in society, Jayprakash Narayan and 

democracy among other key Indian political theories will be studied. The course will track Hindu 

political thought and Islamic political thought in the 20th and 21st century. Other parallel 

movements such as the non-Brahmin movement and the evolution of the notion of native 

socialism such as the Self-Respect movement and the Dravidian movement will also be traced in 

a nuanced fashion.  

The course will look at the close association between Indian and western political thought and 

try to see how themes such as community, religion, nation-state etc. position themselves in the 

two respective tracks. 

International Relations: World Politics: International relations (IR) have evolved over the long 

period of history of nation states. In particular, this evolution has been at its fastest since the end 

of the Second World War. Various scholars have organised the knowledge about IR in a range of 

theoretical understandings. Different theoretical approaches can lead one to understand a 

subject’s causes and effects in different ways and create space for debate on which one is a better 

approach in undertaking such tasks. This course will introduce these concepts and theories and 

help in looking at those critically to understand their merits and limits.   

Global Foreign Policy Analysis: Determinants of Foreign Policy: This course will introduce 

students to the primary elements of the study of foreign policy and the ways in which 

international relations methodology will be used to assess cross-state imperatives. Within this 

framework, we will examine the role of a state’s interests, security consolidation, geopolitical 

location, economic essentials etc. that influence its foreign policy trajectories. How the State 

secures itself by negotiating with various categories such as population, religion, identity issues, 

will also be a key feature of the course.          

Political Sociology: Politics everywhere is deeply rooted in the societies in which takes form. The 

aim of this course is to study formal and everyday politics through a sociological lens. Through 

readings drawn from the disciplines of sociology, anthropology, and comparative politics, we will 

understand how social institutions and structures – such as kinship, class, gender, religion, and 

caste- shape political institutions, practices, and ideas. The course will cover five interconnected 

themes: power, state, citizenship, democracy, and ‘extra-politics’ (social movements, 

revolutionary movements). 
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Indian Politics: This course will introduce students to some of the key themes and debates on 

politics in India. It will examine the nature of the postcolonial state and democracy in India. It will 

also look at the trajectory of ideas like federalism, secularism, populism, and development in the 

context of Indian politics. We also focus on how caste, class, religion, region, and gender frame 

the practice of politics in a diverse country. The objectives of the course are: (1) to introduce 

India’s political history since 1947; (2) to connect current political events to analyses and debates 

of Indian political systems, parties, and phenomenon; and (3) to develop an ability to frame 

arguments about Indian politics using empirical evidence and case studies.  

The Politics of Development: In this course, we will study the debates on development as a 

phenomenon. Development as an idea and practice has taken on different forms and meanings 

in the post-World War 2 era. From modernization theory to the UN’s sustainable development 

goals, development frames the relationship between developed and underdeveloped nation-

states. Within states, development legitimizes state-building projects and policy-making. We will 

focus on institutions and actors within states and in the global arena who are involved in 

implementing development projects as well as on the experiences of the beneficiaries of 

development. We will also engage with scholarship on sustainable, gender and development, 

and the politics of development aid.  

International Conflict, Order & Justice: This course will look at the creation of the nation-state 

through violence, power and theories of conflict analysis. It will also use philosophical routes to 

understand the cause of violence and dissent in human nature. The course is designed to provide 

students with a historical background to different movements of self-determination with the 

subsequent creation or failure to create new nations. The course will also allow students to gain 

a more nuanced insight into the role of the modern nation-state and how it interacts with its 

citizens. Parallels and differences will be drawn between nation-state models from different parts 

of the world through historical paradigms to better understand grass-root views on peace and 

conflict. 

 

Psychology 

Major Instructors: Dr. Mariya Jalinskya-Pandey (mjpandey@jgu.edu.in); Dr. Derick Lindquist 

(dhlindquist@jgu.edu.in)  
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Major Introduction 

If you are interested in knowing how people relate one to another, how they learn, remember 

and see the world. What prompts them to act or choose not to act. How they grow into their 

identities and how aging happens. What brings them well-being and how one could increase 

another’s sense of purpose, then Psychology is the discipline you should consider. 

Psychology is a scientific discipline that uses rigorous methods to study and analyze all of the 

above, and other related phenomena. Psychology’s core focus is the human mind and behavior, 

and the various internal and external factors that control and regulate both.  

The Psychology major in the Liberal Arts and Humanities School at O.P. Jindal Global University 

(JGU) is designed to provide you with the knowledge and skills required to apply psychological 

principles to life and work and prepare you for post-baccalaureate study. 

Major Prerequisites 

To take up Psychology, a student must have achieved above 60% in the JSLH Core course in 

Psychology. They must also pass the JSLH Core Course Quantitative Skills 2.  

Major Structure 

To graduate, all Psychology major students are required to take 5 core courses, 3 elective 

courses, and 2 Thesis seminar courses. 

Methods, Ethics, and Opportunities in Psychology 

Introduction to Life Span Development 

Social and Health Psychology 

Biological and Experimental Psychology 

Abnormal Psychology 

Elective Area Course 1 

Elective Area Course 2 

Elective Area Course 3 

Thesis Seminar 1 

Thesis Seminar 2 

 

Core Major 1: Methods, Ethics and Opportunities of Psychology (2h/week) 

Research Methods Practicum: Hypothetico-deductive approach (2h/week) 

How can one answer psychological questions? By the end of the course, the students will develop 

an understanding of the research methodology used by psychologists, as well as the ethical 

constraints associated with it. The scientific method of psychological hypothesis testing will be 

emphasized. Different research designs and methods used in the field (such as experiments, 
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quasi-experiments, questionnaire construction, systematic observation, structured and 

unstructured interviews) will be presented and critically evaluated. We will also examine key 

factors for planning and implementing research studies, such as validity, variable 

operationalization, and common ethical dilemmas faced by psychologists. Students will also 

explore the fields in which psychology is used and the professional opportunities available to 

psychology graduates.  

PRATICUM: Students will develop a research project and present the results in the form of a 

scientific write-up and organize a workshop to deepen their understanding of their field of 

interest. 

Core Major 2: Introduction to Life Span Development (2h/week) 

Research Methods Practicum: Observation / Interview methods (1h/week) 

This course asks how and why human minds and behaviors develop, examining the theoretical 

perspectives and empirical evidence on the nature of developmental change. Developmental 

milestones in early childhood, middle childhood, adolescence and adulthood will be discussed. 

PRATICUM: Overview of the research methods used in clinical and developmental psychology 

through lectures, laboratory, and independent research projects. Students will gain knowledge 

and experience evaluating psychological research and structured interviews at different 

developmental life stages. 

  

Core Major 3: Social and Health psychology (2h/week) 

Research Methods Practicum: Qualitative methods (1h/week) 

Human beings are social beings. People around us shape our thoughts, feelings, moods, attitudes, 

perceptions and behavior. The mere presence of other people can make a difference in the 

choices we make and the actions we take. This course will introduce you to social psychological 

theories with a focus on how the self becomes a collective self and how we actively become a 

part of changing the world by participating in social processes. The topics include the social self, 

theories of social relations and group processes, leadership, prejudice and conditions of 

discrimination, helping and pro-social behavior, mental health and well-being. 

PRACTICUM: Students will use qualitative research methods to gain an understanding of the 

social processes at work. The social phenomena to be studied will be around public speeches and 

performances delivered at JGU. The methods shall include grounded theory approaches, 

rhetorical discourse analysis and thematic analysis to explore how categories emerge from data, 

validity of the qualitative data and the importance of theoretically guided analysis is emphasized.   
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Core Major 4: Biological and Experimental Psychology (2h/week) 

Research Methods Practicum: Experimentation and data hypothesis testing (1h/week) 

 

Around the world today, there is growing recognition that a basic understanding of the brain and 

neural function is a critical component of almost every psychological discipline. Inasmuch, 

biological psychology (aka neuropsychology or behavioral neuroscience) is a key foundation of 

modern psychological sciences. This course will provide an introduction to the experimental 

study of the human (and, to a lesser extent, the animal) brain and its role in various psychological 

functions. The goal is to shed light on the complexity and elegance of the brain and mind, and its 

awesome ability to bring into existence all of your thoughts, actions, and memories. Topics of 

discussion will include the experimental methods and techniques used to study individual 

neurons and the central nervous system, the specialized brain systems devoted to movement 

and sensation, brain plasticity and memory, cognition, and emotion  

PRACTICUM: Students will design a biopsychological study based on a review of the existing 

scientific literature. They will collect, analyze, and interpret empirical data, and write a formal 

scientific-style research proposal. 

Core Major 5: Abnormal Psychology (2h/week) 

Research Methods Practicum: Case study analysis (1h/week) 

 

Abnormal psychology—studying the effects of neurological and psychological impairment—is 

one of the oldest and most important areas of research and study in psychology. This course will 

introduce students to the assessment of abnormal behavior and thought in children and adults. 

We will discuss diagnostic issues and methods used to study various forms of psychopathology. 

The focus will be on diagnosis, epidemiology, course of the disorder, etiology, and treatment 

issues. Topics include mood and anxiety disorders, psychosis and schizophrenia, and various 

neurodevelopmental and neurodegenerative disorders. The goals of the course include greater 

awareness and knowledge of psychopathology in hopes that we can reduce the suffering and 

stigma associated with mental disorders. 

PRACTICUM: Students will read and study various case studies based on research articles and 

books. They will evaluate and identify such psychopathologies and provide information on 

etiology and treatment.  

 

Major Elective Course Requirements 

The major elective courses are organized by families / areas. While choosing electives, students 

must be sure to select one elective from at least 2 different elective areas. 



P a g e  | 36 
JSLH Major Guide 

 

 

Elective Area Potential Courses 

Forensic, Criminal, and Judicial 
Psychology 

Sexual Violence with Special Reference to Rape: 

Physical and Psychosocial Impact (JGLS) 

Criminal Psychology (JGLS) 

Victimology (JGLS) 

Juvenile Delinquency (JGLS) 

Courtroom Psychology (JGLS) 

Occupational, Organizational, and 
Industrial Psychology 

Measuring Psychological Characteristics (JSLH) 
Competency Mapping (JGBS) 
People Management (JGBS) 
Organization Development and Management of 

Change (JGBS) 

Clinical, Counselling, and Change 
Psychology 

Self-Awareness for Inner Joy and Efficiency (JGBS) 
Building Person-Centered Communication Skills (JSLH) 
Introduction to Counseling and Coaching (JIBS) 

Educational and Health Psychology 
 

Introduction to Vocational Guidance and Career 
Counseling (JSLH) 

Psychology of Aging (JGU) 
Human Cognitive Processes (JIBS) 

Group Processes and Social Identity 
 

Political Psychology (JGLS) 
Group Processes and Dynamics (JGU) 
Cultural & Cross-Cultural Psychology (JGLS) 
Male and Female Psychology (JIBS) 

 

 

Self-Designed 

Major Coordinator 

Dean Kathleen Modrowski (kamodrowski@jgu.edu.in)  

Major Introduction 

The self-designed major has been created to accommodate students who have a strong interest 

in a concentration that does not exist in the standard curriculum of JSLH. The concentration 

may be a unique interdisciplinary concentration or a recognized major that crosses several 

schools. Examples of current and past Self-Designed Majors include: Religious Studies and 

History, Art History and Literature, International Relations, Sociology and Art, and 
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Environmental Psychology. The breadth of the self-designed major must not compromise the 

depth and rigor of a given domain. A thorough understanding of the methodology, theoretical 

basis and application of each discipline must be understood along with the synergies of the 

integrated fields. While not a wide-spread option in India, self-designed and interdisciplinary 

majors are increasingly common in the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. All 

major liberal arts colleges in the United States offer this option to their students.  

Major Prerequisites  

To pursue a self-designed major, a student needs to have a 6.0 GPA and needs to demonstrate 

strong academic performance in the areas in which they seek to specialize within. 

Major Structure 

To apply for a self-designed course of study, a student will apply with the following:  

1) The names and signatures of two faculty directors of study who will oversee their major;  

2) A major proposal that provides justification for why this course of study cannot be done 

in one of the ten established majors;  

3) A list of potential courses inside JSLH or in other schools. In order for a self-designed 

major to proceed, it needs to have enough upper-level courses and / or faculty expertise 

on campus, so the student may graduate on time. 

Once approved, the student’s plan of study is discussed and approved by their directors of 

study each semester. All self-designed major students are required to take construct a course of 

study with eight courses. In some circumstances, students may substitute internships, portfolio, 

or study abroad courses as part of their major.  

All self-designed majors will consist of the following courses.  

Major Course 1 Major Course 6 

Major Course 2 Major Course 7 

Major Course 3 Major Course 8 

Major Course 4 Thesis Seminar 1 

Major Course 5 Thesis Seminar 2 

 


