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 Structure of the thesis 

 

Cover page: The title of the thesis, author, department, month and year of submission along 

with the emblem of the University will be included on the first cover. This may be made in 

special quality paper like plastic coated paper (Attached as Appendix A). 

 

Inner cover: Contents can be same as that of the front cover, but on ordinary A4 size paper 
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the preliminary part, body of the thesis, and reference and appendices (if any) as the 

concluding or final part. The order of these items is as given below. 
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 Executive Summary (Max 10 Pages) 

 List of symbols, (if any) 

 List of abbreviations, (if any) 

 List of figures, (if any) 
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         BODY OF THE THESIS  
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 Rationale of the study/ Significance, Motivation & need 

 Outline of The Study/ Business Problem  

 Contribution of The Study  

 Organization of The Report/ Chapter scheme 
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Chapter 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 
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 If require one may extend Literature review (Same as above) 
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         Chapter 5: DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

         Chapter 6: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
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 Summary of research findings 

 Contributions of this research 

 Recommendations   

 Research Contribution and Theoretical construct  
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 Future Scope of the Study 

 Concluding Remarks  

        References /Bibliography 

        Appendix or Appendices Index (if any) 

       Author’s Profile/ Profile of the Author 
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which has been accepted for the award of any other degree or diploma of the university or other 
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The contents should list the chapter headings, sections and subsections of the different chapters 

along with page numbers of each. It should be possible to get a complete picture of the thesis by 

looking at the contents. While the contents cannot be as brief as listing only the chapter headings, 

it need not be as elaborate as to list all paragraph titles within subsections. It is preferable to 

include the chapter, section and subsection headings only in the contents with appropriate page 

numbers. 

 

List of Symbols 

 

List the Greek symbols first English letters next, lower case letters and upper case letters in this 

order. Each group should be arranged in alphabetic order. 

 

List of Figures 

 

List the number and captions of the figures with page numbers. 

 

List of Tables 

List the number and titles of the tables with page numbers 

 

Page Numbering 

The preliminary parts are numbered in roman numerals (i, ii, etc). The first page of the first 

chapter (Introduction) onwards will be numbered in Arabic numerals 1 2 3 etc. 

 

Numbering Sections, Subsections, Equations, Figures, etc. 

 

A word on numbering scheme used in the thesis is in order. It is common practice to use decimal 

numbering in the thesis. If the chapter number is 2, the section numbers will be 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 etc. 

The subsections in section 2.2 will be numbered as 2.2.1, 2.2.2 etc. Unless essential, it is not 

necessary to use numbers to lower levels than three stages. Headings of paragraphs below the 

subsections may be bold faced and in sentence case. 

Similarly, it is useful and convenient to number the figures also chapter-wise. The figures in 

chapter 4 will be numbered Fig. 4.1, Fig 4.2 etc. This helps you in assembling the figures and 

putting it in proper order. Similarly, the tables also numbered as Table 4.1 Table 4.2 etc. 

Usually the figure captions are written below the figure and table captions on top of the table. All 

figures should have proper description by legends, title of the axes and any other information to 



make the figures self-explanatory. Figures in color are not essential, but if it is essential, can be 

given. If used, all copies submitted should have figures in color. 

 

The same numbering scheme can be used for equations also. Only thing to be remembered is that 

references to the figures are made like Fig 4.5 and equations as Eqn. (3.2) and tables as Table 

2.1. If there are some appendices, these can be numbered as A1, A2, and A3 etc. The equations 

in these appendices can be numbered as (A1.1), (A2.3) etc. 

 

References can be numbered as 1, 2, 3 etc in the order in which they are referred to in the body 

of the thesis. A typical reference in the body of the thesis will appear as “as stated in [3] or in 

[3] – [5] “etc. An alternate way as mentioned in some journals is to arrange the references in the 

alphabetical order of the names of authors in which case the reference in the body of the thesis 

looks like “as mentioned in (Adam and Eve 1946)”. However, for uniformity and brevity, the 

first method (like the one followed in IEEE journals) is to be used. 

 

Bibliography contains materials that were useful for the preparation of the thesis in a general 

way and is not directly referred to in the thesis. IT is not essential, but will be of immense help 

for a student who tries to read and understand the contents of the thesis. 

 

References to journal papers should contain the name of the author(s), title of the paper, name 

of the journal, volume number, issue number, particular pages (pp) and year of publication. 

 
 

Example: 

 

American Psychological Association (APA) Citation Style Should follow as it is the standard 

across the Researcher Community across world. 

 

e.g. Pandey, Krishan K., Pragya, N. & Sahoo, P.K. (2011), “Life cycle assessment of small-scale high-input 

Jatropha biodiesel production in India” Applied Energy, Elsevier, Vol. 88, issue 12, pp. 4831-4839.  
 

Similarly, conference papers should mention the name of author(s), title of the paper, name of 

the conference, place in which the conference was held and date, month and year of the 
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Appendices 

 

If there is material that if included in the body of the thesis would break up the flow of reading 

or bore the reader unbearably, it is better to include it as an appendix. Some items which are 

typically included in appendices are: major derivations or theoretical developments, important 

and original computer programs, data files that are too large to be represented simply in the results 

chapters, pictures or diagrams of results which are not important enough to keep in the main text 

etc. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.apenergy.2011.06.026.%20http:/www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306261911004144
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.apenergy.2011.06.026.%20http:/www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306261911004144
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