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The	 Centre	 for	 African,	 Latin	 American	 and	 Caribbean	
Studies	(CALACS)	at	O.P	 Jindal	Global	University	(JGU)	will	
initiate	 the	 ‘Doing	 Business	 in	 Latin	 America’	 program	 in	
collaboration	with	 the	 Brazil-Africa	 Institute,	the	 Embassy	
of	Peru	in	India	and	the	Confederation	of	Indian	Industries	
(CII).	The	program	will	be	a	stepping-stone	for	many	of	the	
young	and	established	entrepreneurs	in	 India	who	wish	 to	
invest	 and	 expand	 their	 businesses	 in	 Latin	 America.	 The	
program	 will	 also	 act	 as	 a	 provisional	 info-center	 to	
sensitize	 businesses	 on	 the	 culture,	 history,	 investment	
opportunities,	market	structures	and	laws	in	the	region.		

First-hand	 research	 for	will	 be	 conducted	by	 JGU	students	
Sanjana	 Medipally	 (BAGA	 2015),	 Aakanksha	 Lohia	 and	
Sakshi	Garg	(BAGA	2016)	at	the	Brazil-Africa	Institute	office	
in	 São	 Paulo/Fortaleza	 during	 the	 months	 of	 June-July	
2017.	The	 program	 will	 be	 officially	launched	 in	 late	 May	
with	the	presence	of	President	of	the	Brazil-Africa	Institute	
and	representatives	of	the	Embassy	of	Peru	in	India. 

JSIA-CALACS	in	collaboration	with	
Brazil-Africa	Institute,	Brazil,	
Embassy	of	Peru,	India,	and	CII	

	"Doing	Business	in	Latin	America"	

CII	Interactive	Session	
with	Indian	

Ambassadors	from	the	
Latin	American	&	
Caribbean	Region	

	May	3,	2017.	New	Delhi.	

The	 Confederation	 of	 Indian	 Industries	 is	
hosting	 a	 meeting	 with	 all	 Indian	
Ambassadors	 in	 the	 Latin	 American	 and	
Caribbean	 Region,	 prior	 to	 the	
Ambassadors	Conference	on	3rd	May	2017	
at	18:00	hours,	Le	Meridian	Hotel	(Inspire	
Hall),	 New	 Delhi.	 India’s	 commercial	
relations	 with	 the	 LAC	 region	 has	
increased	multi-fold,	 reaching	to	a	peak	of	
US$50	billion	in	trade	and	US$20	billion	in	
Indian	 investment	 in	 the	 region.	 The	
Interaction	 with	 focus	 on	 understanding	
the	 business	 opportunities,	 issues	 and	
concerns	 of	 doing	 business	 in	 the	 LAC	
region,	 and	 identifies	 means	 by	 which	 to	
address	these	matters.	

	

UPCOMING	EVENTS	 UPCOMING	PROJECTS	
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Research	Project	

BRICS	
Sustainability	

Index	
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Research	 on	 developing	 a	 "BRICS	
Sustainability	 Index"	 will	 be	
conducted	 from	 April	 to	 December	
2017	by	The	Center	for	African,	Latin	
American	 and	 Caribbean	 Studies	
(CALACS)	 at	 O.P.	 Jindal	 Global	
University	 in	 partnership	 with	
Conectas	Human	Rights	(Brazil).		
	
This	 research	 project	 is	 expected	 to	
lay	 down	 a	 development	 financing	
framework	 for	 new	 International	
Financial	 Institutions	 like	 the	 New	
Development	 Bank	 (NDB),	 that	 is	
rooted	 in	 sustainable	 practices.	 It	
further	aims	to	contribute	to	a	larger	
effort	 by	 academia	 and	 civil	 society	
networks	 to	 influence	 NDB's	 five-
year	 strategy	 in	 addition	 to	 offering	
students	an	opportunity	to	engage	in	
hands-on,	policy-oriented	research.	
		
Three	 students	 -	 Amika	 Bawa	 (M.A.	
Law,	 Business	 and	 Diplomacy),	 Eisa	
Khan	 Ayoob	 Ayoobi	 (Ph.D.,	 Public	
Policy)	 and	 Aparna	 Raman	 (M.A.	
Public	 Policy)	 -	 were	 selected	
through	 an	 open	 and	 competitive	
process	based	on	merit	and	research	
experience	 to	 support	 the	 research.	
Amika	 will	 also	 conduct	 field	
research	in	Conectas’	São	Paulo	office	
during	the	months	of	June	and	July.	
	
In	 August,	 Conectas	 co-investigator	
and	 CALACS’	 Senior	 International	
Associate,	 Caio	 Borges,	 	 will	 spend	
one	 month	 in	 India	 finalizing	 the	
research	 along	 with	 Assistant	 Dean	
for	Global	Engagements	and	principal	
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investigator	of	the	BRICS	Sustainability	Index	project,	Professor	
Karin	Costa	Vazquez.	
	
Alongwith	 the	 research,	 an	 elective	 course	 on	 BRICS	 and	
sustainability	will	be	offered	and	a	faculty	seminar	at	JGU	will	be	
organized	 to	 present	 the	 preliminary	 findings	 and	 enable	 the	
research	team	to	receive	additional	inputs	from	faculty,	experts	
and	policymakers	on	BRICS.	
		
The	 final	output	 is	expected	 to	be	presented	 to	 the	NDB	 in	 the	
format	 of	 a	 policy	 brief	 during	 the	 BRICS	 Summit	 in	 Xiamen,	
China	 in	 September	 2017.	 In	 addition,	 an	 (academic)	 research	
paper	shall	be	produced	by	the	end	of	this	year.	
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By:	Paloma	Matusse	

Celebrating	
AFRICA!	
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On	the	 25th	 of	 May	the	 world	 celebrates	 the	 "African	
Freedom	Day"	to	mark	each	year	the	onward	progress	of	the	
liberation	movement,	and	 to	symbolize	 the	determination	of	
the	 people	 of	 Africa	 to	 free	 themselves	 from	 foreign	
domination	 and	 exploitation.	 On	 this	 same	 day	 in	 1963,	 the	
Organization	 of	 African	 Unity	 was	 founded	 and	 Africa’s	
decolonization	process	begun	 in	Mozambique,	Angola,	 South	
Africa	and	South	Rhodesia.		
	
The	 colonial	 era	 suppressed	 indigenous	 culture	 in	 most	
African	 countries,	 however	 nationalism	 brought	 back	
freedom,	 love	 and	 respect	 people	 had	 for	 their	 traditions.	
African	 culture	 is	 the	 perfect	 embodiment	 of	 its	 diversity.	
Culture	in	Africa	is	as	varied	as	the	people	who	inhabit	its	54	
countries,	 each	 having	 its	 own	 tribes	 and	 ethnic	 groups,	
results	in	a	great	mixture	of	cultural	habits.			
	
When	we	look	at	the	world	of	art,	one	goes	from	the	BaKongo	
voodoo	 masks,	 used	 in	 traditional	 dancing	 ceremonies	 in	
Congo,	 to	 the	 Tabar	 weaved	 natural	 plant	 fiber	 used	 for	
decoration	purposes	in	Sudan.		Art	and	crafts	speak	tradition,	
love,	 and	 life	 through	 vibrant	 colors	 and	 meaningful	
expressions.	
	
Religion	 and	 tradition,	 much	 like	 in	 India,	 adds	 to	 the	
diversity	 of	 the	 continent.	 In	 the	 Okuyi	 ceremonies,	 Bantu	
groups	in	Cameroon	and	Gabon	dance	to	the	sound	of	drums	
and	other	local	instruments.	The	Xoy	Ceremonies	practiced	in	
Senegal	 celebrate	 divinity.	 Tradition	 is	 passed	 from	 one	
generation	 to	 another	 through	 stories,	 tales	 and	 myths.		
Religion	 and	 tradition	 interplay,	 showing	 the	 respect	 of	 the	
African	people	for	their	ancestors.	
	
African	 clothing	 varies	 from	 the	 traditional	 cotton	 cloth	
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Shemma,	 used	 to	make	 traditional	women’s	
kurtas	 in	 Ethiopia,	 to	 the	 springbok	 skin-
made	Umutsha,	to	only	 cover	 the	genitals	of	
the	 Zulu	 men	 in	 South	 Africa.	 The	 colorful	
and	 different	 Kangas	 are	 worn	 by	 women	
across	Africa	and	play	a	very	important	role	
when	speaking	of	unity	in	diversity.		
	
The	 continent	 is	 equally	 famous	 for	 its	
eccentric	 cuisine.	 Tangling	 your	 taste	 buds	
with	 Fufu	 (as	 it	 is	 called	 in	 Kenya	 and	
Senegal)	 or	 Xima	 (as	 it	 is	 called	 in	
Mozambique),	 a	 cassava-roots	 maize	 made	
food	 served	 with	 grilled	 meat,	 vegetables	
and	 different	 sauces;	 to	 Tsebis	 (stews)	 and	
hillbet	(vegetable	made	pasta)	in	Ethiopia,	to	
Couscous	 in	 Morroco	 and	 Matapa	 in	
Mozambique.		
	
Portuguese,	spoken	in	Mozambique,	Zulu	and	
English	 in	 South	 Africa,	 Igbo	 and	 Yoruba	 in	
Nigeria,	Creole	 in	Sao	Tome	and	Cape	Verde,	
and	Swahili	in	Tanzania:	there	are	more	than	
a	 thousand	 languages	 all	 over	 Africa.	 This	
variety	is	due	to	the	equally	large	number	of	
ethnic	 groups	 and	 demonstrates	 how	 rich	
and	powerful	Africa	truly	is.		
	
So,	 grab	 your	 yellow	 kanga,	 your	 orange	
turbant,	 learn	 some	 Swahili,	 and	 come	 and	
join	us	 for	a	Mapico	dance	 this	May.	We	are	
going	 to	 have	 some	 Fufu	 with	 springbok	
meat,	 accompanied	 by	 Witblits	 drink	 and	
laugh	 loads	at	 the	stories	 told	by	 the	Griots,	
come!	Join	us,	 let’s	celebrate	the	diversity	of	
our	mother	continent,	let’s	celebrate	Africa!	
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By:	Sanjana	Medipally	

India:	At	the	heart	of	the	Caribbean	
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Indian	presence	 in	Trinidad	and	Tobago	
illuminates	 the	 testimony	 of	 Indians,	
carried	 to	 these	 Caribbean	 islands	 in	
1845,	through	the	landscapes,	art,	music,	
cuisines,	 religious	 edifices	 and	 customs.	
	
With	 a	 population	 of	 almost	 1,223,916	
Trinidad	 and	 Tobago	 ranks	 as	 the	 156th	
largest	 country	 in	 the	 world	 by	
population	and	is	the	most	prosperous	in	
the	 Caribbean.	 First	 colonized	 by	 the	
Spanish,	 these	 islands	 came	 under	
British	 control	 in	 the	 early	 19th	 century.		
With	 the	 emancipation	 of	 slaves	 under	
colonial	 rule,	 Indians	 were	 taken	 in	 as	
indentured	 labor,	 between	 1845	 and	
1917,	 to	 sustain	 the	 Caribbean	 sugar	
economy.	 These	 Indians	 decided	 to	 make	 Trinidad	
and	Tobago,	their	permanent	home	and	today	add	to	
the	vibrant	culture	of	the	region.	Along	with	English,	
French,	 Spanish	 and	 Chinese,	 the	 citizens	 of	 these	
islands	also	speak	 ‘Caribbean	Hindustani’	which	was	
influenced	by	Bhojpuri,	Marwari	and	Bihari	dialects.	
	
Most	 of	 the	 people	 who	 travelled	 under	 the	 Indian	
Indenture	 system	 to	 the	 islands	 of	 Trinidad	 and	
Tobago	 were	 from	 Kolkata.	 People	 took	 sail	 with	
Bhagavad	 Gitas	 and	 Korans,	 unaware	 of	 their	
destination,	 and	 carried	 their	 East	 Indian	 Cuisine,	
complete	 with	 traditional	 seasonings	 and	 ways	 of	
cooking.	 Interestingly,	 in	Trinidad	 and	Tobago,	most	
Hindi	words	relate	to	the	cooking	and	the	Indian	food	
is	 consumed	 by	 a	 wide	 cross-section	 of	 the	 society.	
Food	items	like	roti,	saheena	(made	with	spinach	and	
split	 peas),	 achar	 (Indian	 pickle)	 became	 popular	
household	 names.	 The	 national	 cuisine	 of	 Trinidad	
and	Tobago	consists	of	the	most	popular	East	Indian	
sweet	and	spicy	dishes	like	Dhal,	Ladoo,	Baigan,	Aloo,	
Khurma	and	Peera.		
	
The	 biggest	 festival	 of	 India-	 Diwali,	 is	 now	 also	
celebrated	 between	 October	 and	 November	 in	
Trinidad	and	Tobago.	The	day	 is	marked	by	prayers,	
feasts	and	lighting	of	thousands	of	diyas	all	over	these	
islands	 by	 the	 people,	 irrespective	 of	 religion.	 The	
diyas	are	placed	on	bamboo	stalks	bent	into	fantastic	
shapes	 and	 designs	 by	 the	 people	 in	 Trinidad.	 The	
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colorful	festival	of	Holi	is	another	major	celebration	in	
the	month	of	March	with	lots	of	joyful	singing,	dancing	
and	carnival-like	atmosphere	in	Trinidad	and	Tobago.	
	
	Along	with	the	influences	on	food,	clothing,	language,	
religion	and	cultural	art	forms,	the	Indian	immigrants	
have	 also	 influenced	 the	 names	 of	 places	 in	Trinidad	
and	 Tobago.	 The	 present	 day	 town	 of	 St.	 James	 is	
referred	 to	 as	 ‘coolie’	 town,	 as	 many	 Indian	
immigrants	 lived	 here	 in	 1917.	 There	 are	 prominent	
streets	 like	 Agra	 Street,	 Lucknow	 Street,	 Baneras	
street	 in	 the	 island	 country.	 A	 community	 in	 central	
Trinidad	 is	 known	 as	 Chandanagore,	 referring	 to	
Chanagar	 or	 Chandinagar,	 which	 derives	 its	 name	
from	 a	 region	 in	 Indian,	 the	 hometown	 of	 most	
immigrants.	 Similarly	 in	 St.	 Helena,	 you	 could	 find	
Madras	settlement,	which	 is	named	after	a	district	 in	
South	India.	
	
India	plays	a	large	role	in	the	Indo-Trinidadian	region.	
While	 the	 Indo-Trinidadians	 insist	 on	 their	
commitment	and	loyalty	to	the	nation	of	Trinidad	and	
Tobago,	 they	 also	 express	 pride	 in	 their	 Indian	
ancestry.	 They	 do	 not	 see	 these	 two	 identities	 in	
contradiction,	 as	 Kamla	 Persad	 Bissessar,	 former	
prime	minister	 of	 Trinidad	 and	 Tobago,	 rightly	 said,	
‘Trinidad	and	Tobago	will	 always	remain	our	mother	
but	India	is	our	grandmother.’		
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Venezuela	has	been	
dependent	on	profits	
from	oil	exports	for	
decades,	however	the	
dependency	under	

Chavez	
became	higher	than	e

ver	before.	
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April	 19,	 2017	 saw	 tens	 of	 thousands	 of	 people	 rally	 in	 Caracas,	
Venezuela,	 against	 the	 presidency	 of	 Nicolas	 Maduro.	 Started	 as	 a	
response	to	the	pro-Maduro	Supreme	Court’s	attempt	to	take	over	the	
opposition	 controlled	 parliament,	 the	 people	 are	 now	 demanding	
Maduro	 to	 step	down.	The	 state	under	Maduro	has	 failed	 to	 provide	
even	the	most	basic	necessities,	such	as	food	and	medicines.	The	state	
is	 on	 the	 brink	 of	 collapse	 as	 it	 sinks	 further	 into	 political	 and	
economic	crisis.	Less	than	a	decade	earlier,	Venezuela	was	one	of	the	
most	 prosperous	 countries	 in	 South	 America,	 an	 example	 to	 be	
followed	by	other	socialist	countries.	Ironically,	the	same	person	who	
took	 the	 country	 to	 new	 heights	 is	 also	 responsible	 for	 its	 current	
abysmal	state	-	former	president	Hugo	Chavez.		
	
Hugo	Chavez	 got	 elected	 to	 power	when	his	 party	 Partido	 Socialista	
Unido	de	Venezuela	(PSUV)	or	United	Socialist	Party	of	Venezuela	won	
the	1998	elections.	Following	the	party’s	ideology,	he	brought	radical	
changes	 to	 the	 country.	 Chavez	 introduced	 measures	 of	 wealth	
redistribution,	 centralization	of	 the	national	economy,	and	expensive	
social	programs.	While	these	measures	helped	the	country	to	uplift	its	
poor	and	close	the	living	standards	gap	with	the	developed	nations,	all	
this	was	based	on	a	very	unsustainable	model	–	an	unhealthy	reliance	
on	oil	exports.	
	
Venezuela	has	been	dependent	on	profits	from	oil	exports	for	decades,	
however	 the	 dependency	 under	 Chavez	
became	higher	than	ever	before.	Oil	exports	accounted	for	a	whopping	
95%	 of	 Venezuela’s	 total	 exporting	 revenue	 and	 50%	 of	 its	 budget	
revenue.	 Measures	 such	 as	 centralization	 of	 economy	 and	 fixing	 of	
commodity	 prices	 discouraged	 private	 participation.	 This	 led	 to	
decrease	 in	 domestic	 output	 of	 various	 basic	 commodities,	 such	 as	
food	and	medicines,	which	now	had	to	be	imported.	The	country	was	
literally	running	on	oil.	
	

Crawling	
towards	
Collapse	

By:	Rushil	Anand	
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Moreover	 the	 rise	 of	 oil	 prices	 from	 mid-2000s	 till	
early	2010s	gave	Chavez	swathes	of	money	 to	spend	
on	his	policies.	Thanks	to	this	boom,	Venezuela	could	
bear	 the	 brunt	 of	 expensive	 subsides	 and	 social	
programs.	 All	 these	 policies	 were	 then	 carried	
forward	 when	 Maduro,	 Chavez's	 successor	 and	 his	
right	 hand	man,	 came	 to	 power	 in	 2013.	 This	was	 a	
major	mistake	on	Maduro’s	part	as	years	of	 socialist	
policies	 and	mismanagement	 had	 now	 hollowed	 out	
the	Venezuelan	economy.			
	
In	 2014,	 just	a	year	 after	Maduro	 came	 to	power,	oil	
prices	 started	 to	 tumble	down.	Already	battling	with	
corruption	and	high	levels	of	inflation,	this	came	as	a	
shock	 for	 Venezuela.	 While	 such	 a	 drop	 caused	
hardship	 to	 other	 oil	 exporting	 countries	 such	 as	
Saudi	 Arabia,	 Venezuela	 because	 of	 its	 unhealthy	
reliance	 on	 oil	 export	 profit,	 felt	 the	 extra	 pinch.	
Saudi’s	foreign	reserves	stood	at	$654.5	billion	in	Oct	
2015,	when	the	oil	crisis	was	still	raging,	as	compared	
Venezuela,	with	only	$15.3	billion	in	foreign	reserves,	
clearly	could	not	brace	itself.		
	
With	 revenue	 tumbling	 and	 a	 reserve	 not	 large	
enough	to	sustain	the	current	model,	 imports	started	
dropping.	People	now	had	to	stand	in	line	for	hours	to	
get	 items	 such	 as	 food	 and	 medicines.	 Years	 of	
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economic	mismanagement	had	 finally	 started	 to	bite	
and	people	were	bearing	the	brunt.	
	
Citizens	as	well	as	the	opposition	are	now	out	on	the	
streets	calling	for	fresh	elections	as	the	situation	gets	
worse	 as	 the	 months	 go	 by.	 	 Maduro’s	 desperate	
attempts	 to	 remain	 in	 power,	 using	 the	 Supreme	
Court’s	ruling	to	takeover	would	have	meant	all	three	
branches	of	the	government	under	the	influence	of	a	
single	 party.	 This	 would	 have	 given	 Maduro	
unrestricted	 power	 and	 no	 opposition	 to	 hold	 him	
accountable	 for	 his	 action.	 However	 the	 Supreme	
Court	 reversed	 the	 decision	 after	 a	 wave	 of	
international	 criticism.	 Venezuela	 was	 recently	
suspended	 from	 the	 South	 American	 economic	
bloc,	Mercosur,	 for	 failing	 to	 meet	 its	 democratic	
standards.	United	Nations	 human’s	 rights	 chief,	 Zeid	
Raad	 Al	 Hussein,	 expressed	 concern	 regarding	 the	
breakdown	 of	 separation	 of	 powers	 of	 the	 state.	
Similar	 concerns	 were	 expressed	 by	 leaders	 of	
Germany,	 Spain	 and	 Chile.	 Still	 backing	 Chavez’s	
socialist	 policies,	 Maduro’s	 only	 hope	 is	 another	
boom	in	oil	prices.	
	
Chavez	might	be	long	gone	but	Maduro	and	PSUV	are	
still	here.	They	face	an	uncertain	future,	not	only	 for	
them	but	also	for	Venezuela	and	its	people.	
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The	Asia	 Foundation	and	 O.P.	 Jindal	 Global	 University,	
through	 the	School	 of	 Government	 and	 Public	 Policy	
(JSGP)	and	 the	Centre	 for	 African,	 Latin	 American	 and	
Caribbean	 Studies	 (CALACS),	 have	 partnered	 on	 a	
graduate	student	project	for	the	development	of	a	draft	
“White	 Paper”	 on	 the	 future	 of	 India’s	 Development	
Cooperation.	

	

On	27th	March,	 2017,	 the	 Jindal	 School	 of	 Government	
and	 Public	 Policy	 (JSGP)	 and	 the	 Jindal	 School	
International	 Affairs	 (JSIA)	 organized	 a	 one-day	
inception	workshop	 intended	 to	 discuss	and	 guide	 the	
students	 developing	 the	 draft	 ‘White	 Paper.’	 The	
workshop	 had	 the	 presence	 of	Mr.	 Sachin	 Chaturvedi,	
Director	 General	 of	 the	 Research	 and	 Information	
System	 for	 Developing	 Countries	 (RIS),	 Dr.	 Milindo	
Charkrabarti,	 visiting	 fellow	 at	RIS	 and	Ms.	Mandakini	
Surie,	 The	 Asia	 Foundation,	 all	 whose	 extensive	
experience	 in	 development	 policy	 and	 practice	 was	
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valuable	 to	 the	 discussion.	 The	 workshop	 was	
also	 attended	 by	 faculty	 mentors	 from	 JGU	
Professor	 &	 Dean	 of	 JSGP	 Sudarshan	
Ramaswamy,	 Professor	 Vinod	 Vyasulu,	 Vice	
Dean	 of	 JSGP,	 Professor	 Karin	 Costa	 Vazquez,	
Assistant	Dean	for	Global	Engagements	JSIA	and	
head	of	CALACS,	and	Professor	Clarence	Dias,	an	
external	 resource	 person,	 along	 with	 the	 10	
student	team	for	the	project.	

The	 discussion	 expressed	 the	 need	 for	
articulating	a	different	path	for	India,	away	from	
the	 traditional	 frameworks	 of	 cooperation.	 The	
scope	 and	 potential	 role	 for	 the	 Development	
Partnership	 Administration	 (DPA),	 Ministry	 of	
External	 Affairs,	 as	 an	 inclusive	 and	
instrumental	 framework	 in	 analyzing	 India’s	
development	 cooperation	 was	 discussed	
positively.	

	

India’s	Development	Cooperation	
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The	 student’s	 presentation	 on	 marking	 their	
progress	served	as	a	useful	base	for	the	experts	and	
mentors	 to	 provide	 feedback	 and	 guidance	 for	 the	
paper.	 Dr.	 Sachin	 Chaturvedi	 elucidated	 on	 several	
substantive	 issues,	 offering	 good	 advice	 and	
suggestive	 readings	 to	 the	 students.	 With	 India’s	
assistance	 in	 the	 ambit	 of	 South-South	 cooperation,	
emerged	 the	 need	 for	 a	 comprehensive	
understanding	 of	 India	 as	 South-South	 partner.	 Dr.	
Chaturvedi	 stressed	 on	 the	 importance	 of	 the	 draft	
paper	in	being	an	enriching	and	creative	proposal	to	
further	India’s	role	in	development	cooperation.	

	

Dr.	 Milindo	 explored	 the	 nature	 of	 India’s	
development	 cooperation	through	an	Elinor	Ostrom	
inspired	perspective.	 Being	an	expert	 at	Monitoring	
and	Evaluation,	he	proposed	 interesting	 ideas	 like	a	
system	of	multi-stakeholder’s	 participatory	process,	
which	 will	 be	 effective	 and	 empowering.	 Ms.	
Mandakini	 Surie	 from	 The	 Asia	 foundation	 posed	
pertinent	 questions	 for	 the	 students	 to	 explore,	
putting	 forward	 thoughts	 on	 a	 gender	 element	 in	
development	cooperation.	She	provided	the	students	
with	sound	advice	that	would	enable	them	to	strike	
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the	right	balance	between	high	ambition	and	
realistic	achievement	in	drafting	the	paper.	

Prof.	 Vazquez,	 whose	 elective	 course	 at	 JGU	
has	 been	 instrumental	 in	 understanding	
larger	 debates,	 narratives	 and	 issues	 in	
development	 cooperation,	 looked	 at	 the	
nature	of	South-South	Cooperation	 to	 take	 it	
‘beyond	 aid’.	 Through	 engaging	 discussion,	
Prof.	Sudarshan	and	Prof.	Vinod,	familiarized	
the	 students	 with	 the	 global	 architecture	
under	which	 development	 cooperation	 takes	
place.	 The	 encompassing	 dialogue,	 built	 on	
philosophical,	 theoretical	 and	 practical	
considerations	while	setting	forward	looking,	
yet	grounded,	expectations	from	the	paper.	

	

The	 Workshop	 concluded	 with	 valuable	
feedback	 generated	 through	 the	 dialogue	
between	 the	 students,	 experts	 and	 faculty	
mentors.	 The	 workshop	 acted	 as	 a	
springboard	 for	 the	 students,	 inspiring	 them	
towards	developing	the	draft	white	paper.	
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CENTER	FOR	AFRICAN,	LATIN	AMERICAN	AND	CARIBBEAN	STUDIES		
CALACS	 combines	 interdisciplinary	 research,	policy	 dialogue,	 and	 capacity	 development	 to	
understand	 the	 changing	 dynamics	 of	 South-South	 relations,	 deepen	 partnerships	
between	African,	Latin	American	and	Caribbean	 (ALAC)	 countries	 and	 India,	 and	 support	
ALAC	countries	and	India,	as	part	of	the	Global	South,	in	reshaping	global	governance.	Hosted	
by	JSIA,	CALACS	serves	as	a	hub	at	JGU	for	academics,	policy	makers,	and	businessmen	to	con
nect,	exchange,	and	develop	initiatives	related	to:	
	
·	ALAC	countries	relations	with	India	
·	ALAC	countries,	India	&	the	Global	South:	policy	coalitions	&	institutions	(BRICS,	IBSA,	NDB)	
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