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The Centre for Global Higher Education Futures (CGHEF) hosted its inaugural lecture on 

“Educating the 21st Century Lawyer” with Sanjoy Ghose, Labour Lawyer, on September 26, 

2018 at the JGU campus in Sonipat. Approximately 25 people attended the event, including 

CGHEF members, faculty, staff and students. The lecture was moderated by Group Captain V. 

Krishnappa (Retd.), Senior Fellow, CGHEF.  

Group Captain Krishnappa began the discussion by noting that providing professional 

education has become a significant part of the mandate of all higher educational institutions 

in the contemporary world. Lawyers work with the interpretation of life, creative practices and 

ethics. He also recalled Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’s idea of the centrality of ethics and 

stated that ethics is between knowledge and action.  

Mr. Sanjoy Ghose began his remarks by recalling his past experience as an undergraduate 

student aspiring to join law school. He noted the lack of demand for law education during the 

1990s. However, important national leaders of India were lawyers, including M.K. Gandhi, 

Jawaharlal Nehru and Vallabhbhai Patel and a large number of Indian politicians today are 

lawyers. He noted that the legal profession in India is hereditary. 
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Mr. Ghose observed that legal education in India still remains largely unregulated and there 

is no regulation for lawyers’ fees and minimum wages. The Bar Council of India, law firms and 

national law schools need to coordinate to bring a common legal framework throughout India. 

He also touched upon major challenges in the Indian legal system including the need for 

appointing more judges to deliver speedier hearings, and greater investment on judicial 

reforms, as speedy justice and rule of law are most important for the functioning of a 

democratic country like India. Mr. Ghose also noted that the parameters of legal education 

provided in the country’s law schools are very important to become a law professional.  

Other key issues discussed during the Q&A session included:  

 Over the past had decade, legal education has expanded and a large number of students 

are inclined towards corporate law as it is very lucrative.  

 Law in the era of Artificial Intelligence and how it effects the legal system 

 The important question of ethics in the integration of Artificial Intelligence and law  

Mr. Ghose concluded with the thought: ‘Ethical dilemma is ever the lawyer’. 

Read a recent article by Sanjoy Ghose: ‘What They Don’t Teach Us in Law School’. 

 

About the CGHEF Lecture Series “Educating Professionals for the 21st Century”  

Professionals practice in a world of irreducible complexity, ambiguity, uncertainty and 

volatility. The basis of knowledge for such practices is undergoing significant changes where 

social norms and expectations, rapid technological shifts, and changing political, cultural and 

legal contexts need to be continuously challenged, transformed and reevaluated. In this 

context, the paradigms that provided stable bases for educating professionals in the past has 

been found to be inadequate for contemporary and anticipatory future needs. This CGHEF 

Lecture Series will explore the key challenges for educating professionals: What are the new 

concepts, theories and pedagogical practices that would provide a sound bases for preparing 

professionals for the future? Through interactions with accomplished and experienced 

professionals from various practice areas, this Lecture Series aims to develop a sound 

framework, conceptual tools and pedagogical practices for professional education in 

contemporary contexts. 

https://thewire.in/law/what-they-dont-teach-us-in-law-school


3 

 

 

About CGHEF 

Multiple transitions are occurring at the global level and higher education systems across the 

world are in varying degrees of transformation. National education systems are increasingly 

becoming interconnected with global and regional trends. They are also highly impacted by 

dramatic changes in technology, economic development and intensification of the cultural 

dimension of globalisation processes. 

  

As a consequence, national educational systems and individual institutions are increasingly 

dependent on development of educational innovations, organisational forms, and practices. 

The assessment of consequential impacts of technology, demographic shifts, social 

expectations and intercultural exchanges is becoming ever more critical for policy making and 

institutional development of higher education institutions both in India, the region, and across 

the world. Studying the interconnected dimensions of global, regional and Indian higher 

education systems has become an imperative for fostering excellence at the level of institutions 

and at the national levels. 

  

The Centre for Global Higher Education Futures (CGHEF) will work towards identifying 

systemic level trends, developing scenarios at local and global levels, and advancing strategic 

insights that would have an impact on policy, institution building, pedagogical styles, and 

research. 

Centre website: http://www.jgu.edu.in/centre-global-higher-education-futures-cghef 
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