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The talk will focus on the art of ancient Gandhar region with special reference to Begram site of
Afghanistan from where were discovered a hoard of ivory artifacts in a twentieth century
archaeological exploration. The ivories were of an Indian origin. This collection was photodocumented in 1971 while in the Kabul Museum, by the renowned art historian Dr. Walter Spink.
The photo-documentation is preserved in the Photo archives of the AIIS Center for Art and
Archaeology. These materials will form the basis of the talk.
Vandana Sinha is the Director of the Center for Art & Archaeology (CA&A) of the American Institute
of Indian Studies (AIIS). She has done her professional training in fine arts and art history from
Banaras Hindu University (BHU). She also received her doctorate in painting from BHU. She has
been incharge of the CA&A Photo-Archive for last 13 years and mainly focused on development,
digitization and dissemination of the visual archives of South Asian art and built heritage. In
addition, she has headed several national and international research and documentation projects
of the Center. She has been the architect of an online museum the Virtual Museum of Images and
Sounds http://vmis.in , a Government of India funded project of the AIIS, CA&A. Her current area of
interest is international collaborations in the field of digital cultural heritage and she is working
with the Universities of Oxford and Pennsylvania as well as Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney
towards that end. She has been Edmund Capon Fellow 2018 at the Art Gallery of New South Wales,
Sydney. During her carrier with the AIIS Dr. Sinha has taken several initiatives to popularize the
concept of visual archives and participated in several national and international conferences and
seminars in order to raise awareness about the AIIS’s tremendous contribution to the field.
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