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JSLH Student Learning Contract 
 
Note: this document is presented to every student during orientation before the start of classes. 
All the information is carefully reviewed with them both in a large group meeting and with their 
mentors. They are required to sign it before the beginning of classes.  
 
Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to JSLH!  We are excited to work with you in a partnership dedicated to the 
development of your personal, professional and intellectual goals under the wider aegis of our 
School mission.  JSLH is a unique learning community with a wide menu of subjects, mentorship 
opportunities and service/professional development activities. We are here to support you as 
you navigate through these multifarious opportunities. Since we hope to preserve the 
uniqueness of JSLH’s close-knit relationship between students and instructors, we set out the 
responsibilities of each student as a member of the JSLH learning community.  This will enable 
you to make the most of the intellectual freedom which the school instantiates and progress with 
your studies as effectively as possible. 
 
Classroom Etiquette 
I understand that everyone is responsible for creating a good learning environment.  This includes 
abiding by all the rules of the student code of conduct to be found in the JGU student handbook.  
I understand that all students should be prepared for class having done the readings and written 
assignments.  Let’s keep distractions to a minimum.  I understand that I should not bring food 
into the classroom and leave my cell-phone off and my laptops open only to class assignments 
(not on social networks) 
 
Punctuality 
I understand that since JSLH offers an accelerated degree, I need to make use of all assigned class 
time. Being late detracts from the quality of the entire class.  I understand that I am expected to 
be on time for classes and that should I arrive later than ten minutes, I will be considered absent 
and denied admission. 
 
Participation 
I understand that all courses have a significant assessment element for class participation.  This 
reflects the school’s belief that preparedness and oral contribution are germane to academic 
development alongside the life of the learning community.  I understand that I must come to 
class prepared – both in terms of materials needed and preparation of material. 
 
Timeliness in submitting assignments 
I understand that I must follow class schedules for the submission of assessment requirements.  
 
Plagiarism 
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I understand that Plagiarism – the use of another’s words/work in unacknowledged form within 
your own work – is an academic offence and is prohibited by the University. I understand that 
any student who is reported for this will be invited to a meeting and disciplinary action might be 
taken ranging from reporting to the disciplinary committee, parental contact or, in extreme 
cases, expulsion.  
 
JGU-JSLH Attendance Requirements of Students 
I understand that all classes are mandatory and that attendance, participation and course 
submissions or exams for assessment comprise my GPA.  I understand that if I give cause for 
concern in matters of absence, I will be invited to a meeting with the Assistant Dean and Dean. 
Depending on the outcome/evidence, a disciplinary note may be placed in my file and parental 
contact pursued by the School/University at mid-term and finals on issues of attendance.  I 
understand that this is automatic should I give concern in a subject (at mid-term or final).  I 
understand that should I fail to meet significant attendance requirements, this can result in being 
debarred from final examination or assessment, impacting academic standing, resit and course 
progression. 
 
Attendance (also see Requirements) 
Legitimate absence from class includes genuine illness. This would also include accident or family 
emergency or other exceptional events. For all other instances, I understand that I must contact 
the instructor at least 48 hours in advance with clearly stated reasons for absence so that this 
can be evaluated and a suitable decision reached.   
 
Medical Evidence 
I understand that In case of short-term illness, I must have a notice from the campus medical 
office or home physician on my return to class.  In the case of extraordinary family events, I will 
seek permission from the Dean or the Assistant Dean before departure. In case of any emergency, 
I will contact the Executive Officer, the Dean or the Assistant Dean. I understand that Illness of 
longer duration that prevents class attendance must be reported to the Dean/Assistant Dean 
prior to return to campus and within good time.   
 
I understand that the presentation of a medical certificate must conform to the stipulations of 
Annex One – Medical Certificates.  I understand that as per departmental regulations, there is a 
limit to how much medical leave can be granted in one Semester.  Anything over a cumulative 
period of three weeks of absence will necessitate the withdrawal from and repeat of a 
course/courses and its assessment.  (Please read the student handbook regarding academic 
standing, resit protocols and issues of academic standing for progression of studies).   I 
understand that in the case of short term illness, class time must be made up in the case of all 
absences. Please contact each instructor to request ways to make up the assignments.  
 
Mentorship 
I understand the expectation that I must keep appointments with my academic mentor on a 
weekly basis, whose goal is to support my progression in JSLH. 
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Internship 
The internship is the foundation for JSLH’s commitment to student professional development. 
Prof. Krishnaswamy and Prof. Sen coordinate this part of the programme.  I understand that I am 
required to communicate with them in developing a suitable internship experience and abide by 
the protocols disseminated by the JSLH admissions coordinators.  
 
Field-Trips 
As part of the JSLH commitment to experiential learning, field-trips are an integral part of the 
academic course structure. I understand that all field-trips are mandatory for students of JSLH.    
 
Assessment 
I understand that there are different forms of Assessment - programmatic (core skills of year one: 
oral and written communication; year two: critical and creative thinking, as per the rubrics issues 
at the assessment workshop), mid-term and end-of-term in nature.  I understand that students 
who give cause for concern will be invited to interview with the Dean/Assistant Dean.   
 
Academic Standing 
I understand that at the end of each assessment year, I will receive confirmation through official 
departmental letter of my academic standing.  This is separate from exam and course results or 
programmatic assessment.  It is a holistic representation of academic progress/status within the 
school. This ranges from Good Standing and Satisfactory to Warning, Probation, or in extreme 
cases, suspension, as delineated in the student handbook.  I understand that the aim of the 
school is progression of my academic standing which requires my full cooperation.  I understand 
that promotion is contingent on the diagnosis of academic standing by the school board via 
departmental instructors/examiners.    
 
ANNEX ONE – Medical Certificates 
 
A medical certificate should be filed with the Executive Officer alongside a signed declaration 
form.  I also understand that the Medical Certificate must include name of student, name of 
physician, date of visit, diagnosis, duration of treatment, details of diagnosis, course of 
treatment, prognosis and any special comments.  I understand that the Chief Medical Officer of 
Jindal might, at University discretion, hold an interview and confirm the details of treatment with 
the issuing physician. 
 
I ----------------------------------------------------- have read and understood all of the above 
information. 
 
Signature: 
Date   

       As of 23 February 2016 
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Absences, Illnesses, and Medical Leave 
 
Student Illness and Absence and Attendance Reminder Form 

Please find below a reminder of departmental and University regulations regarding management 
of attendance (these were delineated by the department on arrival and are also printed in the 
student handbook).  

Students must meet the 75% requirement for attendance as mandated by University regulation 
and by state law in order to qualify for examination/assessment and avoid debarring. 

All students must file the attached application for medical leave with the Executive Officer, Ms. 
Simarjeet Kaur prior to departure from campus. In cases where it is filed post-departure from campus, it 
must reach the JSLH Office by email no later than three days after student departure.  

The appended evidence (which must comprise original documents rather than scans or pdfs) is examined 
for verification by the Deans and JGU Medical Centre.  If necessary it will be forwarded to the JGU Registrar 
for consultation. The granting of medical leave (both on application and retrospectively) is limited and 
only operates under legal/school policy and verified/communicated circumstances.  Thus following the 
aforementioned procedures is of high importance.      

The deans, academic advisors and (as the official channel for application), Ms. Simarjeet Kaur are all 
available for clarification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

 
Claim Form for Attendance Compensation 

JSLH – Batches 2014 & 2015 
 

1. Name of the Student         :   _______________________________________________ 
 

2.  JGU Roll No.                    :   ______________________ 
 
3. Reason for absence           :    ______________________________________________ 

(Provide full details)        
                                                 _______________________________________________ 
 
                                                 ________________________________________________ 
 
                                                 ________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. Classes  Missed*           :  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
     

 
 
Signature of student  
Date:- 
                                                                                        
Approved  
{Dean} 
 
Note:  This form need to be submitted within a week day after the joining the school with the 
attached medical certificate. *Use separate sheet (if required). 

Date Time Subject 
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Assessment, Grading, and Exams 
 
Programmatic Assessment  
 
As part of our commitment to accessing core skills, we use the following assessment rubrics from 
the American Association of Colleges and Universities (A.A.C.U.) for the programmatic 
assessment of: year one (oral and written communication), year two (critical and creative 
thinking). Please see copies of the attached assessment rubrics in Annex 1.  
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Grading 
 
JSLH approves the use of this rubric for FINAL ASSESSMENT grading as indicated below: 
 

O (80% and Above) [8.0] Outstanding Exceptional knowledge of the subject 
matter, thorough understanding of issues; 

ability to synthesize ideas, rules and 
principles and extraordinary critical and 

analytical ability 
A+ (75%-79%) [7.5] Excellent Sound knowledge of the subject matter, 

thorough understanding of issues; ability to 
synthesize ideas, rules and principles and 

critical and analytical ability 
A (70%-74%) [7.0] Very Good Sound knowledge of the subject matter, 

excellent organizational capacity, ability to 
synthesize ideas, rules and principles, 

critically analyse existing materials and 
originality in thinking and presentation 

A- (65%-69%) [6.0] Good Good understanding of the subject matter, 
ability to identify issues and provide 

balanced solutions to problems and good 
critical and analytical skills 

B+ (60%-64%) [5.0] Fair Average understanding of the subject 
matter, limited ability to identify issues and 

provide solutions to problems and 
reasonable critical and analytical skills. 
Average understanding of the subject 

matter, limited ability to identify issues and 
provide solutions to problems and 

reasonable critical and analytical skills 
B (55%-59%) [4.0] Acceptable Adequate knowledge of the subject matter 

to go to the next level of study and 
reasonable critical and analytical skills 

B- (50%-54%) [3.0] Marginal Limited knowledge of the subject matter 
and irrelevant use of materials and, poor 

critical and analytical skills 
F (50% or Below) Fail Poor comprehension of the subject matter; 

poor critical and analytical skills and 
marginal use of the relevant materials. Will 

require repeating the course 
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Re-sit / Resubmission and Examination Policy 

Students fulfilling the minimum required attendance of 75% shall be allowed to take the end of 
the semester examinations. Medical Leave shall be counted towards this attendance 
requirement. 
 
A students is deemed to have failed a course when s/he gets less than 50% marks in total (internal 
+ external) out of 100 marks in any course. 
 
Students who have failed a course shall be allowed to take re-sit examinations as per the 
university policy. Grades shall be listed as an “F” for those who have less than a 50% grade until 
they re-sit for exam or resubmit course work. 
 
A student who does not score high enough on the re-sit, or does not receive a high enough grades 
on resubmitted work, and whose overall point or percentage value is subsequently computed as 
less than a total of 50% shall receive an “F” for the course. 
 
Maximum two attempts shall be allowed for re-sit in a course. 
 
Students that re-sit or re-submit shall have an 'R' (to indicate re-submission/re-sit) on transcript 
for the course in addition to whatever passing grade. 
 
A final degree student must pass in all courses of the programme. 
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Advancement, Academic Probation, and Graduation 

FORMAL NOTICE OF ACADEMIC PROBATION 
 
Note: Academic Probation is imposed if a student is debarred or fails more than three subjects.  
 
Dear Student,  
 
Jindal School of Liberal Arts and Humanities requires students to abide by the regulations of the 
department. All students are aware that JSLH operates an attendance policy underpinning the 
work of individual academic subjects alongside programmatic assessment goals and field 
learning. These feed into a student’s general academic standing. Where a student gives sufficient 
cause for concern in any/all of the aforementioned parameters, the student’s academic standing 
is reviewed.  Notice of academic probation follows from the issuing of memos of disciplinary 
concern which detail the department’s issues with a student’s progress. This is accompanied by 
official meetings for face-to-face communication of any problems in academic standing. This 
letter stands as an official final notification regarding significant concern for a student’s standing. 
This letter imposes a period of academic probation as a prelude to the review of student 
performance at the end of the probation period.  The result will entail one of the following 
options: a lifting of the probation and continuation, or withdrawal of the student’s place on the 
course and the termination of study at JSLH. 
 
The duties of a student under academic probation involve the formal reappraisal of the student 
learning contract, a meeting with each instructor on the course, a further meeting with the Dean, 
Assistant Dean and academic mentor and a resolution to fulfil all attendance, submission and 
assessment goals in current subjects and complete retroactive submission and examination for 
all debarred or incomplete subject/assessment goals.  A copy of this letter is also sent to parents 
of the student concerned.  
 
Please sign to acknowledge your understanding of the content of this letter: 
 
STUDENT NAME: _____________________    STUDENT SIGNIATURE:_______________________ 
DATE: _______________________ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Kathleen A. Modrowski                                            
Professor and Dean, JSLH        
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MEMO OF CONCERN 
 
Note: This formal letter is sent to the parents or guardians of students who have failed or been 
debarred for not meeting the JSLH / JGU attendance policy.  
 

Date 
Dear Sir/Madam,                                                                        
 
 
As part of its wider duty to the personal and academic development of all students, JSLH 
operates a communication of concern policy for those within the B.A. in Liberal Arts and 
Humanities track at O. P. Jindal Global University.  The school comprises both mid-term and 
final modes of assessment on a yearly basis alongside faculty mentoring/guidance. All of this 
functions through disseminated University and school-based regulations. 
 
Your ward --------------------------------------- has given cause for concern under the following 
parameters:  
 
 
Key: [F – Failed]/ [D – Debarred due to attendance] 
 
 
Students have to engage in academic resits for any failed courses within the wider context of 
JGU regulations. This must combine the appropriate participatory, study-based and productive 
attitudes/engagements with JSLH instructors in order to meet and pass constitutive academic 
requirements.  
 
We hope that you can assist and support the school by discussing the aforementioned results 
with your ward. Do feel free to contact the Deans of the school should you have any further 
concerns.   
 
Yours sincerely       
 
Kathleen A. Modrowski 
Dean, JSLH  
(08396907251) 
kamodrowski@jgu.edu.in 
 
Andrew W. Hay 
Assistant Dean, JSLH 
(08930110974) 
awhay@jgu.edu.in 

mailto:awhay@jgu.edu.in
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PROMOTION POLICY FOR JSLH 

Promotion will be withheld for any one or more of the following reasons:  
 
1. Failure to clear a second Repeat Examination for a Compulsory course; 
2. Failing in five or more exams (excluding re-sit exams) in an academic year  
 
CLASSIFICATION OF ACADEMIC AWARDS FOR B.A. (HONS) IN LIBERAL ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

First Class Honours 60% or above 
Upper Second Class Honours Between 55% and 60% 
Lower Second Class Honours Between 50% and 55% 

 
TRANSFER 

Transfer requests can only be arranged through initial consultation with the Dean and Assistant 
Dean before graduating the matter to the Admissions and Examination Departments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 
 

 

JSLH Credit Structure  

(Variable depending on year of uptake of the B.A. in Liberal Arts and Humanities) 

Batch 2014 
 

Type of Courses Courses Credits 
Core Required 
Courses 

Twenty-Four (24) 3-Credit Core Courses* 
Two (2) 2-Credit Winter Internship 
One (2) 3-Credit Summer Internship 
Five (5) 3-Credit Course for Major 
One (1) 6-Credit Senior Thesis 

100 Credits 

Electives and 
Additional 
Internships 

Up to 15 Credits 

TOTALS Minimum to Graduate 115 Credits 
* Two core courses will also count as part of the major 
 

Se
m

es
te

r 1
 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 1 

Se
m

es
te

r 2
 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 2 
Social Science 1 History 2 
Communication Skills 1 Expressive Arts 1 
Philosophy 1 Language 1 
History 1 Economics 1 
Mathematics 1 Communications Skills 2  
Indian Literature 1 English Literature 1 

Se
m

es
te

r 3
 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 3 

Se
m

es
te

r 4
 

Political Science 2 
Social Science 2 Statistics 
Psychology 1  
Language 2  
Expressive Arts 2  
Political Science 1  
Environmental Science  

Se
m

es
te

r 5
 Thesis Seminar 1 

Se
m

es
te

r 6
 Thesis Seminar 2 

Electronic Portfolio  
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Batch 2015 
 

Type of Courses Courses Credits 
Core Required 
Courses 

Twenty-Three (23) 3-Credit Core Courses* 
One (1) 2-Credit Core Course** 
Two (2) 2-Credit Winter Internships 
One (2) 3-Credit Summer Internship 
Five (5) 3-Credit Course for Major 
One (1) 6-Credit Senior Thesis 

99 Credits 

Electives and 
Additional 
Internships 

Up to 14 Credits 

TOTALS Minimum to Graduate 115 Credits 
* Two core courses will also count as part of the major 
** Communication Skills 2 is worth 2-Credits 
 

Se
m

es
te

r 1
 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 1 

Se
m

es
te

r 2
 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 2 
Social Science 1 Political Science 1 
Communication Skills 1 Expressive Arts 1 
Philosophy 1 Language 1 
History 1 Economics 1 
Mathematics 1 Communications Skills 2 
Indian Literature 1 Environmental Science 

Se
m

es
te

r 3
 Interdisciplinary Seminar 3 

Se
m

es
te

r 4
 Political Science 2 

Social Science 2 Statistics 
Language 2 Psychology 1 
Expressive Arts 2  
History 2  
English Literature  

Se
m

es
te

r 5
 Thesis Seminar 1 

Se
m

es
te

r 6
 Thesis Seminar 2 

Electronic Portfolio  
  
  
  
  

Note: The Semester 3 and Semester 4 Schedules is currently under consideration by the JSLH 
Curriculum Committee and is pending formal approval. 
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Batch 2016 
 

Type of Courses Courses Credits 
Core Required 
Courses 

Twenty-Two (23) 3-Credit Core Courses* 
Two (2) 2-Credit Core Courses** 
Two (2) 2-Credit Winter Internships 
One (2) 3-Credit Summer Internship 
Five (5) 3-Credit Course for Major 
One (1) 6-Credit Senior Thesis 

98 Credits 

Electives and 
Additional 
Internships 

Up to 13 Credits 

TOTALS Minimum to Graduate 115 Credits 
* Two core courses will also count as part of the major 
** Communication Skills 1 and Communication Skills 2 are worth 2-Credits 
 

Se
m

es
te

r 1
 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 1 
Se

m
es

te
r 2

 
Interdisciplinary Seminar 2 

Quantitative Skills Economics 1 
History 1 Political Science 1 
Environmental Science Philosophy 
Language 1 Social Science 1 
Communication Skills 1 Language 2 
 Communications Skills 2 

Se
m

es
te

r 3
 

Interdisciplinary Seminar 3 

Se
m

es
te

r 4
 

Political Science 2 
Psychology  Statistics 
English Literature Expressive Arts 2 
Social Science 2  
History 2  
Expressive Arts 1  
  

Se
m

es
te

r 5
 Thesis Seminar 1 

Se
m

es
te

r 6
 Thesis Seminar 2 

Electronic Portfolio  
  
  
  
  

Note: The Batch 2016 is currently under consideration by the JSLH Curriculum Committee and is 
pending formal approval. 
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Electives and Auditing Policy for JSLH Students 
 
In order better to facilitate the intellectual growth of all JSLH students, the following elective and 
auditing policy has been created. All rules are subject to instructor approval. To audit a course 
means to sit in on lectures and discussions with no possibility of course credit. Audited courses 
will not appear on your transcript and you will not receive a grade for them.  
 
Semester II: All second semester students may audit a JSLH elective with instructor and mentor 
permission. A student who has demonstrated excellent academic performance may apply to take 
a JSLH elective with instructor and mentor permission. If a student applies for a course, they will 
be considered in the same pool of applicants as all other students.  Approval is not guaranteed 
and will be based on class capacity, the will of the instructor, and the student’s academic 
performance in the previous semester;  
 
Semester III: All third semester students may audit a JSLH elective with instructor approval. All 
students may apply for one JSLH elective course with both instructor and mentor approval. If a 
student applies for a course, they will be considered in the same pool of applicants as all other 
students.  Approval for auditing or electives is not guaranteed and will be based on class capacity, 
the will of the instructor, and the student’s academic performance in the previous semesters. 
 
Semester IV and Beyond: All fourth semester students and beyond will be able to audit a course 
or take additional courses beyond course requirements. Students may take courses both in JSLH 
and from a faculty-approved list of non-JSLH electives. Approval for auditing and electives are 
not guaranteed and will be based on class capacity, the will of the instructor, and the student’s 
academic performance in the previous semesters. 
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Majors (for 2015-16) 
 
A Major Consists of Twenty-Seven (27) Credits. Of those credits, six credits may be from the core 
course and six credits will consist of the completion of a Senior Thesis. The remaining fifteen 
credits consist of courses chosen by the student in consultation with their mentor and the faculty 
contacts for the major.  

 
Major Faculty Contacts 

Anthropology Kathleen Modrowski (kamodrowski@jgu.edu.in) 
and John Clammer (TBD)  

Economics Arun Kumar Kaushik (akkaushik@jgu.edu.in) and 
Yugank Goyal (ygoyal@jgu.edu.in)    

English Literature Yasodhara Rakshit (yrakshit@jgu.edu.in) and 
Andrew Rooney (TBD) 

Environmental Studies Mimi Roy (mroy@jgu.edu.in) and  
Sriroop Chaudhuri (schaudhuri@jgu.edu.in)   

International Business Yugank Goyal (ygoyal@jgu.edu.in) and  
TBD 

History Sucharita Sen (sucharita@jgu.edu.in) and  
Sean P. Bala (spbala@jgu.edu.in)  

Philosophy R. Krishnaswami (rkrishnaswamy@jgu.edu.in) and 
TBD 

Political Science Rahul Jayaram (rjayaram@jgu.edu.in) and 
Sucharita Sen (sucharita@jgu.edu.in)  

Psychology TBD and TBD 
Religious Studies Sean P. Bala (spbala@jgu.edu.in) and  

Thabiso Bustraan (ptbustraan@jgu.edu.in)  
Sociology Jayani Bonnerjee (jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in) and 

John Clammer (TBD) 
Self-Designed  Jayani Bonnerjee (jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in) and  

Kathleen Modrowski (kamodrowski@jgu.edu.in) 
 
Additional Majors Currently in Development 

Geography Jayani Bonnerjee (jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in) and 
Sriroop Chaudhuri (schaudhuri@jgu.edu.in)   

Urban Studies Jayani Bonnerjee (jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in), John 
Clammer (TBD), and Mimi Roy 

(mroy@jgu.edu.in)    
 
 
Students are periodically surveyed on their choice of majors and degree program throughout the 
first and second semester using the form on Pages 32 and 33. They are required to make a 
formal decision by the end of September of Semester 3. They must firmly commit to their chosen 
degree track by the end of Semester 4 by filing out the form on Page 34.  

mailto:kamodrowski@jgu.edu.in
mailto:akkaushik@jgu.edu.in
mailto:ygoyal@jgu.edu.in
mailto:yrakshit@jgu.edu.in
mailto:mroy@jgu.edu.in
mailto:schaudhuri@jgu.edu.in
mailto:ygoyal@jgu.edu.in
mailto:sucharita@jgu.edu.in
mailto:spbala@jgu.edu.in
mailto:rkrishnaswamy@jgu.edu.in
mailto:rjayaram@jgu.edu.in
mailto:sucharita@jgu.edu.in
mailto:spbala@jgu.edu.in
mailto:ptbustraan@jgu.edu.in
mailto:jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in
mailto:jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in
mailto:kamodrowski@jgu.edu.in
mailto:jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in
mailto:schaudhuri@jgu.edu.in
mailto:jjbonnerjee@jgu.edu.in
mailto:mroy@jgu.edu.in
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Majors Descriptions 

 
Major:  Anthropology  
Anthropology is a social science that consists of the study of humankind and what it means to 
be human. The anthropologists studies the variations of human existence in the present as well 
as from a historical perspective. The anthropologist works within a holistic framework so that 
human interactions are examined as those within human society but also the human 
interaction with animals, plants the planet and the diverse systems of belief that guide actions 
of the individual and society. One of the distinguishing features of anthropology is field work in 
which the researcher studies a given problem at the place where the phenomenon occurs.  
Anthropology is divided into four major subfields: physical anthropology, archaeology, linguistic 
anthropology and cultural anthropology or ethnology. Each of these subsets is divided into 
areas of specialization. For example, physical anthropology includes subfields such as forensic 
anthropology, primatology and human ecology. Among the specializations within archaeology 
are historical archaeology, maritime archaeology urban archaeology. Linguistic anthropology 
includes, phonology, sociolinguistics and structural linguistics. Cultural anthropology embraces 
economic anthropology, visual anthropology and medical anthropology. The lists just cited are a 
just a few examples of the specializations within the field. 
 
Major Name: Economics 
Lionel Robbins (1932) defined Economics as follows: “Economics is the science which studies 
human behaviour as a relationship between ends and scarce means which have alternative 
uses.” Perhaps the study of economics can be best explained by understanding the reason for 
“anything” to have a price. The reason for anything to have a price is scarcity (demand is higher 
than supply). For instance, we do not have a price for air because of its abundance. The biggest 
reason why economics as a subject exists is that the economic resources are scarce, and they 
can have alternative uses. If we did not have scarcity, there was no need to study it. Similarly, if 
there is only one possible use of a resource, we have nothing to study. It is this deadly 
combination which gives us a reason to study economics. Thus, in the broadest sense possible, 
the objective of economics is to satisfy our objectives (ends) in the best possible way, given the 
scarcity of resources. Most economic analysis is thus concerned with optimisation.  
 
Major Name: Environmental Studies 
A major in Environmental Studies will train students to become effective advocates of the 
environment. This major will focus on various interdisciplinary courses and experiential learning 
to prepare our students for exciting careers in the environmental field. This will critically analyse 
human interaction with the environment and how to best develop and manage our resources in 
a sustainable manner. This major, being interdisciplinary in nature, will encompass basic 
principles of environmental science, as well as associated subjects like geography, environmental 
ethics, ecology, environmental policy, environmental law, environmental sociology, 
environmental justice, and natural resource management. We will critically examine the various 
domains of our existence like air, water, soil, land and focus on issues like water distribution and 
availability, pollution, energy management, sustainability, climate change and global warming. 
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This major will enable students to understand our environment and compare, contrast, 
implement, and manage short and long term solutions to environmental problems. 
 
Major Name: English Literature 
Languages, translations and artistic forms feed into the social, historical and intellectual creation 
of how, where and why we read literature. This includes a need to develop the intellectual 
infrastructure for coherent reading in sync with analyzing representation, linguistic shape and 
emotion. The study of literature (which often depends upon languages, locations and other 
literatures cross-pollinating with each other)lends itself to noticing those recurrent 
genres/themes (heroism, tragedy, comedy, realism, surrealism, epic, parody, satire, war, 
romance, protest etc.) and techniques/forms (dramatic, poetic, prose, verse-drama, prose-poem, 
irony).  This includes those times when now very familiar literary forms were only beginning to 
be recognized – (e.g., the novel).   

Major Name: History 
History is one of the most intellectually rewarding disciplines that allow a student to gain a 
nuanced and multi-disciplinary perspective on complex socio-historical characters and events. A 
Major in History reflects this rich diversity where History I (Indian History) and History II (World 
History) provide the foundation for in-depth academic research and investigation into any 
period or aspect of history that the student wishes to undertake. Students will be expected to 
critically engage in the study of chronologically based events that have had historical, political 
and social significance with a keen focus on India. Issues of caste, class, colonial and post-
colonial movements that are relevant to the Indian context will be studied. The course will also 
focus on India’s role in South Asia and its relationship with its neighbours. Other courses will 
include a study of global history, including European and American. Ideas of nationhood, 
religion, communities, government, citizenship, traditional and modern trade, globalization etc. 
will be studied through the multiple prisms of intellectual, social, political, economic and 
cultural history. A History major will equip the student with research skills including archival 
work. At the same time, it will also offer very specific skills in engaging with primary and 
secondary material in the course of writing the final thesis.  
 
Major Name: International Business  
The International Business major while it has a business focus goes beyond the narrower 
parameters of the business degree. It has an interdisciplinary perspective that combines study of 
liberal arts courses with a strong emphasis on the knowledge and skills needed to conduct 
business in the global arena. There is a strong emphasis on intercultural communication and 
cross-cultural sensitivity both at home and abroad. An international internship is a requirement 
as well as competency in a second language.  
 
Major Name: Philosophy 
A philosophy major will consist of three elements. 1. History of Western Philosophy, 2. Political 
philosophy and 3. Two or three main modern philosophers. Out of studying these three 
elements, the students can hope to get a grasp at the main ideas that have moved the western 
world. By discussing the history of western philosophy, they will also get a grip not only on 
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important philosophical movements but also on the underlying social or historical movements 
that made them possible. An understanding in political philosophy will enable them to master 
some of the main influences that have governed modern political movements, be it liberalism 
or communism or any social or political movement. By attempting to tackle two or three 
modern philosophers, they will learn in depth about what it is to follow an argument and how 
one should connect a thinker’s problem to the wider concern of philosophy. 
 
Major Name:  Political Science 
The Political Science major will take a comprehensive view of the discipline and build on the 
starts we have made with Political Science I and Political Science II. We will critically examine, in 
much greater depth, the concepts and theories on the evolution of the State; the development 
of notions of freedom, justice, sovereignty, individual and human rights, and citizenship; the 
complex mechanism of government formation and functioning including electoral processes, 
Constitutional imperatives, division of powers within branches of government; the influence of 
various kinds of interest groups and political movements that underscore limitations of 
prevailing governments and effect either a contestation of the State or a change in its 
character. While we maintain a strong and clear focus on the independent Indian state as our 
object of study, many areas and themes will demand a comparative assessment with non-
Indian states, government systems or movements.  
 
Major Name: Psychology 
When one hears that a person is a “psychologist,” the most common imagined roles are of a 
professor, a researcher or a therapist: someone who provides mental health treatment. 
However several might be surprised to learn that psychologists create driving simulations to 
keep the roads safe; develop technology that helps people track weight loss and simply help 
people improve their lives. Psychology is a tremendously varied field. Psychologists conduct 
both basic and applied research, serve as consultants to communities and organizations, 
diagnose and treat people, and teach future psychologists and those who will pursue other 
disciplines. Psychologists may also work independently as well as team up with other 
professionals — for example, with other scientists, physicians, lawyers, school personnel, 
computer experts, engineers, policymakers and managers — to contribute to every area of 
society.  
 
Major: Religious Studies 
Religious studies is an interdisciplinary field that attempts to examine religions, a complex and 
ever-changing phenomenon that touches so many aspects of our lives, cultures, and societies. 
Though many twentieth-century commentators announced “the death of religion,” it is 
undeniable that religion has not only continued to flourish but is an ever-present force in 
human affairs. One cannot look at the news or popular culture without seeing the influence of 
religious ideas and conflicts. This fact is especially true in a nation like India, the home and 
source of many of the world’s great religious systems. How do we live in a diverse, pluralistic 
society? How do people define themselves and the world around them? How do they create 
community and meaning? How does religion bring people together and create conflict? These 
are some of the questions that religious studies seeks to engage with.  

http://www.apa.org/action/careers/improve-lives/david-strayer.aspx
http://www.apa.org/action/careers/improve-lives/david-strayer.aspx
http://www.apa.org/action/careers/health/deborah-tate.aspx
http://www.apa.org/action/careers/improve-lives/index.aspx
http://www.apa.org/action/careers/improve-lives/index.aspx
http://www.apa.org/research/index.aspx
http://www.apa.org/action/careers/business/index.aspx
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Major Name: Sociology 
Sociology is the study of how societies function. It encompasses a wide array of topics that 
range from learning about how individuals act as social beings to the study of global social 
processes.  It helps develop a ‘sociological way of thinking’ that offers us an insight into our 
own lives. Sociology is both a theoretical, as well as an empirical discipline. It provides us with 
knowledge of a variety of theoretical lenses, which in turn are used to study how people 
actually live in different social and cultural settings. Sociology also helps develop an 
understanding of how societies have developed historically along with an awareness of 
contemporary social issues. Sociology has an applied side to it too, where sociological concepts 
are used to address wider issues and problems in societies and to develop relevant policies. 
 
Major Name: Self-Designed Major 
Making a diverse terrain of knowledge your own can be a constitutively creative and inventive 
act. Thus the school welcomes proposals from students drawn up with the assistance of academic 
advisors on combining diverse areas of knowledge in a unique structure for academic major. The 
main issues will be about the goals and infrastructure of the proposed combination and its 
inclusion of the mandatory core, elective, research, project/field, credit and learning goals.  It will 
also be relevant to examine personal and intellectual motivations in seeking to combine and 
develop a unique and personal configuration in the shape of a self-designed major. Issues to keep 
in mind when thinking of this option would include: engagement with subjects, motivations for 
linking, faculty referees and expertise, personal, professional and academic goal development 
and the inclusion of study intention within the national and international study options in JSLH. 
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Degree Track Declaration Form 

 
Note: This form is the official declaration all second years must sign declaring their choice of 

major 
 
 

DATE: _________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
I, _____________________________________ (Batch _______ ) declare 

that I will pursue the Rollins / Jindal (circle one) degree track. I intend on 

pursuing ______________________ as a major. I have attached a 

statement regarding my interest in this major. 

 

Student Signature ________________________________ 

 

Mentor Signature ________________________________ 
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