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You are cordially invited to the
OPEN LECTURE
on

“EMOTIONAL STRATEGIES IN KRISHNA BHAKTI”
by

Dr. Galina Rosseva-Sokolova,
Associate Professor, Sofia University, Bulgaria
Visiting Faculty, Jindal Global University
Galina Rousseva-Sokolova is associate professor at the Indian studies department of Sofia University in
Bulgaria and currently visiting faculty at JGU. Her field of specialty is Medieval and pre-modern vernacular
North Indian literature. Her PhD thesis on the concept of play in bhakti poetry was defended at and
published by the École Pratique des Hautes Études in Paris. She is the convener of an international Braj
bhasha workshop to be held in July 2017 in the mountain town of Bansko, Bulgaria. She also teaches courses
on Indian religions and methodological aspects of religion studies as well as phonetics and lexicology of
Hindi.
Abstract:
While liberation has been, by and large, confirmed as the ultimate goal of existence throughout the wide
spectrum of religious movements and communities falling under the label of Hinduism, the varieties of paths
developed for the achievement of this goal seems limitless. The novelty of bhakti, an ideological movement
born in the South , consisted in introducing the emotional sphere as an instrument towards the highest aim.
While it has changed the religious landscape of North India from the 15th century onwards as a whole, its
Krishna variety exemplifies what is perhaps its most developed and concrete form as a path to salvation.
Through some selected of devotional poetry we will follow the psychological insights of the bhakti
theologians and we will see how these have shaped the devotional attitudes and practices in the Braj area
and elsewhere.

Date: Thursday, 27 April 2017 | Time: 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm
Venue: T2, Global Conference Room
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